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Assad confers with Franjieh 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian leader Hafez AJ Assad on Saturday 
received former Lebanese President Suleiman Franjieh, a Syrian 
spoke sman said. Mr. Franjieh is a firm Syrian ally, but opposes 
parts of the recent Lebanese militia pact which propose reducing 
m the powers of the Quistian-held presidency .and ending the 
power-faring system favouring Lebanon's Chqstian minority. 
Syrian Vice-President Abdul Halim Khaddam meanwhile met 
militia officials, whom he was expected to brief on Mr. Assad's 
two-days of talks with Lebanese President Amin Gemayel. In 
Beirut, Mr. Gemayel, who has yet to endorse foe militia pact, 
discussed his trip to Damascus with former President Camille 
\ Ghamoun. another critic of foe agreement. Mr. Chamoun told 
■ i reporters Mr. Gemayel would return to Syria at the end of next 
I' week “to present new ideas, if there are any. 1 ' 

/ Falangists seize East Beirut magazine, page 2 
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Cement company 
names new chief 
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Arabs warn U.S. 
and Israel against 

attacking Libya 

Soviets pledge full support for Libyans 


Combined agency dispatches 

THE ARAB LEAGUE and Egypt have war- 
ned the United States and Israel against att- 
acking Libya for last week’s attacks at Rome 
and Vienna airports. 


’ The Arab League said Israeli 
and U.S. charges that Libya was 
behind the attacks served to hei- 
ghten tension in the Middle East 
mid the Mediterranean. - 

Arab commentators from Mor- 
occo to Kuwait issued similar war- 
nings after reports that tbe U.S. 
' and Israel were considering pun- 
itive action against Libya. 

In.. Kuwait, acting Prime Min- 
ister Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah said after meeting U.S. 
Ambassador Antony Qnainton: 
“We stressed to him that we are 
against terror (and) against thr- 
eats to any Arab state " ' 

. - An official Soviet committee on - 
Saturday expressed Kremlin sup- 
port for Libya and criticised the 
United States and Israel for “kin- 
dling a hostile compaign against 
Libya/* 

The Soviet Afro- Asian Sol- 
idnrity . Committee, a state-run 
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be ^ufidbfpiBlijfiwfwBbom 
!|ciaf ^ endorsement, said recent Isr- 
aeli and actions towards 
'Tjbya- ‘‘are fee cause of serious 
xpccfeir pffee Soviet pubfc/ T foe 
hfevs agency TASS said. 

•- But foe statement did not say 


what action the Soviets planned if 
foe United States or Israel takes 
military action against Libya. 

The statement said “ Was- 
hington and Tel Aviv, kindling a 
hostfle campaign against Libya, 
are preparing ground for new agg- 
ressive anti- Arab actions.’' 

It charged that both the Israelis 
and the Americans were planning 
military strikes against Libya and 
added: 

“Expressing their solidarity 
with the people of foe Libyan 
Jamahiriyah, who are cou- 
rageously upholding their national 
sovereignty, the Soviet people 
firmly demand an end to the cam- 
paign of provocations and threats 
against that Arab country and att- 
empts of interference into its int- 
ernal affairs/* 

Syria has also vowed to support 
Libya in the case of an Israeli or 
UiL strike. 

/-The. Syrian News Agency 
SANA quoted an authoritative 
government source as saying: 
“Syria will extend support for 
Libya in every way possible, inc- 
luding political and military sup- 
port, in the face of any agg- 
ression.'" . 


SANA accused foe United Sta- 
tes of supporting Israeli plans for 
“aggression (against Libya) long 
before foe (Rome and Vienna) 
attacks took place." 

“The United States wants Israel 
to use foe attacks as a pretext for 
an aggression to cover up the def- 
eats of U.S. policies in the region." 
SANA quoted its source as saying. 

In a statement issued in Tunis, 
the Arab League said that it “rep- 
roved all intimidation against any 
Arab state and stood firmly at foe 
side of all Arab states threatened 
by aggression." 

The League reiterated its con- 
demnation of “all acts of terrorism 
and barbarism," but said that sta- 
tements by Israel and foe United 
States accusing Libya would only 
“increase foe tension in the Mid- 
dle East and in the Mediterranean 
region.” 

It said threats and movements 
of troops could have “disastrous 
consequences" in foe area. 

The Arab League said foe "w- 
ave of violence will not be held 
back with condemnation alone" 
and that “reprisals will only bring 
a radical solution." 

The statement said it was reg- 
rettable that the United States 
“refuses to make foe Jink, between 
acts of violence that some are led 
to commit and the state terrorism 
practised by Israel against the Pal- 
estinian people." 

The organisation said that foe 

(Continued on page 3) 


Political 
activists 
call for 



in draft 


on 
elections 

. By Latxris ILAndoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A number of Jor- 
danian political activists, grouped 
within an organisation called the 
Unionist Democratic Association 
(Up A), have proposed that foe 
draft electoral law which was' rec- 
ently' passed by the cabinet take 
■ info consideration major dev- 
! elopmOTts which took place in the 
ccHmtry smce J 967 by achieving a 
'balance iri- the Jordanian- 
Palestiruan representation in Par- 

-Ihunenr.-- 

In a statement -distributed on 
Saturday, the association sug- 
gested, that the new law should be 
formulated- on -demographic and 
not geographic basis and should 
reflect a proportional rep- 
resentation - of foe population m 
both foe East and the West Banks. 
The formula proposed by foe ass- 
ociation calls for 100 deputies 
from "the East Bank and 30 seats 
for tbe West Bank. The present 
60-seat Lower House of Par- 
liament is divided! equally bet- 
ween the trio banks. 

A number of political, social 
and demographic changes have 
taken place' since foe last general 
elections in 1 967 r and these dev- 
etopments warrant a new and 
"more representative electoral 
formula, .foe .statement said. 

The most : important -dev- 
etoproent, which changed the pol- 
itical reality in foe country, was 
^foe Israefi occupatipn of the West 
Bank in. 1967. According to the 
statement there were three main 
changes resulting from foe Israeli 
occupation of foe West Bank and 

. (GottfeMWf on 3) 


Italy debates alleged 
Libyan role in attack 


ROME (Agencies) — Amid signs 
of growing tension in foe Med- 
iterranean area, Italian ministers 
met on Saturday to tiy to det- 
ermine whether Libya had a role 
in Last week's Moody attacks at 
Rome and Vienna airports. 

Pressure to try to establish 
whether foe Libyans supported 
tbe raids last month, in which 19 
people, including five Americans, 
were killed has increased after 
reports that foe United States is 
considering economic and military 
action against Libya. 

Reagan administration officials 
said earlier that foe White House 
was studying possible economic 
and military moves, including air 
strikes, in retaliation for what they 
called Libyan support of ter- 
rorism. 

Although the Italian cabinet 
expressed its opposition on Friday- 
to any military action in foe Med- 
iterranean, Prime Minister Bet- 


rino Craxi said that Italy would be 
obliged to reconsider its relations 
with Tripoli should Libya prove to 
have been actively involved in foe 
attacks. 

Libya has denied any part in the 
raids, which it says are being used 
by foe United States and Israel as 
a pretext for aggression. 

Saturday's meeting of Italian 
minis ters, including Mr. Craxi, 
Defence Minister Giovanni Spa- 
dolini and Foreign Affairs Min- 
ister Giulio Andreotti, follows a 
statement on Friday by foe West 
German government that there is 
growing evidence that Libya sup- 
ported the guerrilla attacks. 

Several Italian newspapers have 
reported that the magistrate inv- 
estigating the Rome attack was 
considering issuing an arrest war- 
rant for Abu Nidal. foe radical 
Palestinian guerrilla suspected of 
maste rmin ding the attacks. 


Lugar: Chances fading 
for arms sales to Jordan 


WASHINGTON (AP) - Ric- 
hard Lugar, chairman of foe Sen- 
ate Foreign Relations Committee, 
said on Friday that chances are 
fading for Congress to approve foe 
sale of sophisticated Ui». arms to 
Jordan because foe Middle East 
peace process is stalled. 

The influential Republican sen- 
ator also said at a wide-ranging 
news conference that Libyan lea- 
der Colonel Mnammar Qadhaff s 
regime is “more repugnant than 
before"' because he expressed 
sympathy for the gunmen who att- 
acked amine terminals in Vie nna 
and Rome. 

“Budget-cutting provisions 
passed by Congress in the final 
days of last year's session “could 
have a very substantial effect”' on 
foreign ail “It appears that foe 
entxre^oveointeittxsgoing to scale 
down ic this country to some ext- 
ent, and foreign aid win too" he 


Mr. T said he plans to hold 

hearaigs m foe first few months of 
2986 on such foae^gn policy issues 
as foe Middle East, Central Ame- 
rica, foe Philippines and possible 
aid to Angolan rebels. 

Mr. Lngm declined to say whe- 


ther \JS. President Ronald Rea- 
gan would order military ret- 
aliation in response to attacks on 
Americans in foe Middle East “I 
certainly wouldn’t rule it out,'* he 
said. 

It “may well be the case" that 
recent terrorism has set back 
hopes for peace in the Middle 
East, Mr. Lugar said. “It was a 
1 serious setback to what is afer- 
a faltering process." 

Under a compromise eng- 
ineered last year by Mr. Lugar, 
Congress extended imtfl March 1 
a decision on whether to sell Jor- 
dan SIS billion in advanced air- 
craft, air-defence missiles and 
other aims. 

The delay was intended to give 
Jordan time to demonstrate it 
can make progress in helping to 
bring peace to the region, acc- 
ording to U.S- officials. 

With that deadline now two 
months away, Mr. Lugar said, 
“the momentum of foe peace pro- 
cess has declined. The Jonkm 


If momentum zs seeping out of the 
peace process, it’s probably see- 
ping out of the arms sale also —it’s 
bound so have an effect." 



KING VISITS GHQ: His Majesty King Hus- 

sein, foe Supreme Commander of the Aimed For- 
ces, confers with Armed Forces Comraander- 


in-Chief General Sharif Zaid during a visit he paid 
to the General Headquarters of the Armed Forces 
on Saturday (Petra photo) 


Israeli troops, SLA men 
storm S. Lebanese villages 

Israel moves armour into ‘ security zone ’ 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Israeli 
troops were reported on Saturday 
to have moved 30 tanks into their 
self-proclaimed “security zone" in 
South Lebanon as their South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia all- 
ies came under fresh attacks. Isr- 
aeli troops and SLA men also sto- 
rmed three villages outside the 
“security zone." 

The sources, who spoke to foe 
AP on condition they were not 
named, said foe armour was con- 
centrated in the northernmost sal- 
ient of the Israeli-occupied zone 
that juts into the eastern Bekaa 
Valley. 

The sources said one militiaman 
of the Israeli-backed SLA was kil- 
led and four wounded when Leb- 
anese fighters ambushed them 
near Dellafa in the western Bekaa 
Valley on Saturday. 

The SLA retaliated by storming 
Dellafa and several neighbouring 
villages and seized at least 10 men 
suspected of aiding foe fighters of 
Lebanon's National Resistance 
Front, foe sources reported. 

The border war has heated up 
over the last week as resistance 


fighters intensified hit-and-run 
attacks on the Israeli-occupied 
zone. 

Several other SLA militiamen 
were reported killed or wounded 
by mines near Qilaya village, eight 
kilometres southeast of foe SLA- 
held town of Jezzine. 

Israeli troops and SLA men in 
armoured vehicles also fired 
rocket-propelled grenades as they 
combed the villages of Yater, 
Kafra and Haddatha on the edge 
of Israel’s self-styled “security 
zone." the sources told Reuter. 

Israeli jets later flew over South 
Lebanon, the agency quoted wit- 
nesses as saying. 

The SLA", backed by an est- 
imated 1,000 Israelis, patrols foe 
"security zone” set up when Israel 
withdrew its regular army from 
Lebanon last June. 

After a rocket hit the northern 
Israeli settlement of Kiryat Shm- 
ona on Thursday, Israel said it 
would retaliate for attacks lau- 
nched from Lebanese soil. 

Heavy fighting erupted ove- 
rnight between foe SLA and Leb- 
anese fighters on battle lines at 


■Kfar Falous village 10 kilometres 
from Sfck>n. 

SLA gunners fired into foe eas- 
tern outskirts of the city, but no 
casualties were reported. 

Fighting around Kfar Falous 
intensified on new year’ s eve and 
SLA shelling killed three people 
in Sidon on Thursday. 

Justice Minister Nabih Bern 
said the Israeli actions in foe south 
were aimed at undermining a 
peace agreement signed last week 
by Lebanon's three main militias. 

“Israel is trying to block, foe 
agreement and engineer a new 
phase of the Lebanese crisis thr- 
ough its new approach in South 
Lebanon.” he said. 

Israel was raising “the pretext 
of rockets being fired into Galilee, 
while forgetting foe artillery and 
tank shells that crash daily into the 
liberated areas.” Mr. Bern said. 

Beirut Radio said Prime Min- 
ister Rashid Kararai had told Leb- 
anon's representative at foe Uni- 
ted Nations to ask for a Security 
Council meeting to consider a 
formal complaint over Israeli act- 
ions in the south. 


Arafat in 
Baghdad, 
meets 
Aziz 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
arrived in Baghdad Friday night 
and met Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Tareq Aziz, the Iraqi News Age- 
ncy (INA) reported. 

It said the two men discussed 
relations between Iraq and foe 
PLO and latest developments of 
the Palestinian issue. It did not 
elaborate. 

Mr. Arafat’s visit follows imp- 
roved relations between Syria and 
Jordan. 

Mr. Arafat's political advisor, 
Hani Al Hassan, told Reuters two 
days ago the PLO was prepared ro 
restore normal relations with 
Damascus and was studying a Syr- 
ian offer of rapprochement. 

Syria expelled Mr. Arafat in 
1983 and has since supported Pal- 
estinian groups opposed to his pol- 
icies. 

Mr. Arafat said in a television 
interview on Friday that the PLO 
warned European governments 
well before foe Rome and Vienna 
airport massacres that terrorists 
were preparing “many attacks 
against various objects."' 

Mr. Arafat, interviewed by the 
Italian-langaage Swiss TV, said 
specifically that foe PLO warned 
the governments of Italy, Austria 
and Switzerland “about a month 
ago" of these plans. 

“These terrorist attacks against 
our friends in Europe are not only 
aimed against their citizens but 
also against foe Arab-European 
relations" he said in tbe brief int- 
erview, according to the sim- 
ultaneous Italian translation from 
foe English original. 

The PLO has denied carrying 
out the two attacks. 

A top Palestinian source in 
Cairo was quoted on Wednesday 
as saying that Israel had planned 
to attack PLO bases in North 
Yemen and Sudan in November. 


Jordan joins accord 
against hostage-taking 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has 
decided to join other world nat- 
ions in signing an international 
accord against hostage-taking, 
crimes against diplomats and off- 
enses against civil aviation. 

The decision to sign foe accord 
was taken on Saturday at a cabinet 
meeting chaired by Prime Min- 
ister Zaid Al Rifai. The cabinet 
authorised Foreign Minister 
Taher Al Masritosignthe accord. 

Jordan has contributed to for- 
mulating previous accords against 
terrorism and hostage- taking 
between 1976 and 1979. since 
Jordan has direct interest in such 
agreements and in their imp- 
lementation, a cabinet statement 
said. 

Previous accords were signed by 
40 nations in 1984, and 25 others 
submitted documents endorsing 
the accords, the statement added. 

The United Nations Security 
Council has unanimously con- 
demned all acts of hostage-taking 
and abductions and called for the 
safe release of all hostages. The 
resolution, passed on Dec. 18, also 
called for foe immediate safe rel- 
ease of hostages everywhere. It 


affirmed foe obligation of all sta- 
tes in whose territory hostages are 
held to take all appropriate mea- 
sures to secure their release and to 
prevent any future abductions. 

The resolution, which followed 
a similar one adopted by the Uni- 
ted Nations General Assembly on 
Dec. 11, appealed to all states to 
consider signing existing int- 
ernational accords in this respect. 

At its session on Saturday, the 
cabinet also endorsed a 
Jordanian-Iraqi cooperation pro- 
gramme which was signed in 
Amman last month. The cabinet- 
approved the minutes of 
Jordanian- Syrian meetings which 
were held in Damascus in Nov- 
ember and decided on foe for- 
mation of Jordanian sub- 
committees to study ways of eco- 
nomic cooperation between Jor- 
dan and Syria. 

The cabinet also endorsed a 
new amendment ro the imports 
regulations “in accordance with 
foe requirement of the new 1986 
national budget to conform to the 
.new amendments to foe new cus- 
toms regulations/' 


CBJ amends cash margin 
regulations for local banks 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) has int- 
roduced changes in the rate of cash 
margin required by commercial 
hanks and ffcianrial Incritntw nc 
upon opening letters of credit, 
sight drafts and bank-accepted 
time drafts, as origmaDy included 
In the 66th article of the CBJ’s reg- 
ulations. 

A statement issued by CBJ Gov- 
ernor Hussein Al Qasem said 
that commercial - h ank*; can fix 
their own margin rates when ope- 
ning letters of credit for the imjp- 
ortation of prsnary materials used 
in local Industries, food processing 
and manufacturing, baste com- 
modities and other products used 
by contractors employed to carry 
oat work for mmtetrtes and gov- 


ernment departments, provided 
they do not Call below the 10 per 
cent level, down from 25 per cent 
as stated m the original reg- 
ulations. 

Cafe margin will be 20 per cent, 
up from 15 per cent on letters of 
credit for tie importation of bui- 
lding materials, and will be 30 per 
cent ip from 25 per cent on letters 
of credit on other imports, Mr. 
Qasem said. He said these ame- 
ndments, which will go into effect 
immediately, are in Bae with rec- 
ent cabinet decisions designed to 
support national industry, and 
which provided for mcr-easing cus- 
toms duty on a number of Imp- 
orted commodities and reducing 
them on others. 


Arab 

League 

discusses 

Spanish, 

African 

moves 

TUNIS (Agencies) — The Arab 
League Council on Saturday was 
discussing Spain's decision to est- 
ablish diplomatic relations with 
Israel and was considering issuing 
a call on Spain to reconsider its 
decision and remain committed to 
supporting Arab rights in Pal- 
estine and denouncing Israel's 
practices in the occupied ter- 
ritories and its settlement policy. 

Spain announced on New 
Year's Day that it plans to est- 
ablish diplomatic relations with 
Israel later this year. 

The council, which met ar for- 
eign ministers' level in response to 
a call by Libya and Syria to discuss 
the issue of moves by some Afr- 
ican and other states to restore 
diplomatic relations with Israel, 
was also reviewing Afro- Arab rel- 
ations in the light of new dev- 
elopments. Libya and Syria are 
attending foe meeting. 

Israel said last monfo that Ivory 
Coast was planning to restore dip- 
lomatic relations with the Jewish 
state. 

Arab League Secretary- 
General Chadli KJibi, who opened 
foe meeting, stressed the need for 
concerted Arab moves to counter 
and foil intensified Lsraeli moves 
to increasing its prerer.ee and inf- 
luence in .Africa and saw anti- 
Arab sentiments in African states. 

Mr. KJibi also condemned the 
apartheid policy of South Africa 
and said South African-Israeli col- 
laboration is blocking liberation 
movements. 

The same sentiment was voiced 
by Kuwait on Saturday when it cal- 
led on African states to adopt a 
consistent approach to dealings 
with Israel and South Africa, 
w hich it said had similar racist pol- 
icies. 

Abdul Aziz Hussein, an adviser 
to the emir of Kuwait, Sheikh 
Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah , said on 
leaving for the special meeting in 
Tunis that steps would be taken to 
convince African states to review- 
ties with Israel. 

The Kuwait News Agency quo- 
red Mr. Hussein as saying: "In 
both entities there is a racist state. 
We have to be consistent with our- 
selves in dealing with the two rac- 
ist states." 

The Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) also requested 
the special meeting to discuss 
Egyptian President Hosni Mub- 
arak’s call for it to accept U.N. 
resolutions recognising Israel's 
right to exist in return for a wit- 
hdrawal from occupied Arab 
lands. 

Mr. Hussein, who will also head 
Kuwait's delegation to a meeting 
of Islamic foreign ministers in Fez. 
Morocco, next Monday said items 
on the agenda included foe Iran- 
Iraq war. the Palestinian cause. 
Israeli expansionism and the sit- 
uation in .Afghanistan. 

The Abu Dhabi newspaper Al 
Ittihad reported on Saturday that 
Libya plans to seek support at next 
Monday’s meeting of the foreign 
ministers of foe 45-nation Org- 
anisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC). 

Some members of foe con- 
ference also participate in the 
22-member Arab League. 

Libya has requested that the 
issue of U.S. threats against it be 
added to the agenda of Monday's 
ministerial meeting, "and that a 
joint Islamic stand be adopted," 
Al Ittihad said. 

The Arab League, in a sta- 
tement issued in Tunis, has exp- 
ressed its support for Libya in foe 
face of threats by the United Sta- 
les. 

It said that foe League "rej- 
ected all intimidation against any 
Arab state and stood firmly at foe 
side of all Arab states threatened 
by aggression." 

An Iranian delegation arrived 
in Rabat on Friday for foe Islamic 
foreign ministers meeting. 

Tbe Moroccan news agency 
MAP said the delegation was led 
by Mohammad Ali DeskJiiri, 
vice-president of the Islamic Inf- 
ormation Organisation 



>- Middle East news 


Soviet official says no side 
can win Iran-Iraq war 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — A Soviet Communist Party 
frflyiai said in remarks published on Saturday that 
the Gulf war between Iran and Iraq, well into its 
sixth year, had reached a stalemate and neither side 
would win. 


A! Watan newspaper quoted 
Karin Brutents, a deputy chief of 
the International Department of 
die party’s Central Committee, as 
saying: '‘The Iran-Iraq war has 
reached deadlock, and no side will 
achieve victory.” - 

The Soviet Union was ready to 
exert political efforts to try end the 
war, he said, “but America 
doesn’t want this “ 

He said there was no discussion 
of new weapons supplies to Iraq 
during President Saddam Hus- 
sein's visit to Moscow last month, 
but gave uo details of what the 
talks did cover. 

The official ruled out any move 
in the foreseeable future to restore 
diplomatic ties with Israel, sev- 
ered after the 1967 Arab-Israeli 
war because of “Israeli agg- 
ression.” 

“These conditions still prevail, 
and we don't see any reason to 
restore relations with Israel,” 'he 
said. 

Other Eastern bloc countries 


would also refuse to normalise 
relations with Israel as long as it 
remained “a base for aggression,'' 
said Mr. Brutents, who visited 
Kuwait recently as a guest of Ai 
Watan. 

Mr. Brutents described Soviet 
relations with the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) as 
lukewarm. 

He also challenged assertions 
by the PLO that the Soviet Union 
bad conveyed many messages, 
apparently of support, to PLO 
leader Yasser Ararat. “The truth 
is different,” lie said. 

“The Soviet Union does not 
deal with individuals in the PLO. 
It deals with the political org- 
anisation on a national base aimed 
at (countering) imperialism and 
Zionism.” 

He knew of no invitation to Mr. 
Arafat to visit Moscow, he said, 
referring to recent remarks by 
PLO o fficials that Mr. Arafat 
would soon lead a high level del- 
egation to the Soviet Union. 


Syria has removed missiles 
from Lebanon, reports say 


WASHINGTON ( R) - Syria has 
taken its disputed surface-to-air 
missiles out of Lebanon and 
moved them back to its side of the 
bonier, according to U.S. tel- 
evision networks. 

ABC News and CBS News said, 
without quoting sources, that they 
had learned that Syria pulled its 
SA-6 and SA-8 missiles out of 
Lebanon's Bekaa Valley and 
moved them across the border to 
Syria. 

Israel had demanded that the 
missiles be withdrawn, contending 
they were a threat to the “strategic 
balance'* in the region. 

There had been some spe- 
culation in the world media that 
Israel might launch a strike against 
the missiles and that this could 
lead to a generalised war with 


Syria. 

U.S. State Department and 
Pentagon spokesman said they 
had no independent knowledge of 
the reported move. 

Israeli military sources in Tel 
Aviv told Reuters they had no 
confirmation the missiles had 
been moved out of Lebanon. 

Israel Radio reported the Syr- 
ians bad withdrawn and then red- 
eployed the mobile SA-6 and 
SA-8 batteries several times dur- 
ing the past two weeks, apparently 
for tactical reasons. 

It said the Israeli military bel- 
ieved foe missiles were stationed . 
in Lebanon mainly to protect! 
SA-2 batteries just across the bor- 
der in Syria from attack. 

Israel has vowed to continue its 
regular air missions over Syrian- 
controlled eastern Lebanon. 


Iranians try to defuse 
missile aboard tanker 


BAHRAIN (R) — Iranian navy 
experts have been called in to def- 
use an Iraqi missile that failed to 
explode after ploughing into a 
Greek-owned oil tanker in the 
Gulf, shipping sources said Sat- 
urday. 

The 134,011 -ton Superior bec- 
ame the Gulf war's first shipping 
victims of 1986 when it was att- 
acked on New Year’s Day after 
loading oil at the main Iranian ofl 
terminal of Kharg Island, the sou- 
rces said. 

Damage to the ship, owned by 
Troodos Shipping of Piraeus ancl 
flying the Cypriot flag, was slight 
and it continued under its own 
power to Iran’s makeshift oil ter- 
minal at Sim Island in the sou- 
thern Gulf. 


Mr. Brutents charged that the 
United States was bent on agg- 
ravating the Gulf war “because 
they want to broaden the scope of 
the American military presence in 
the region ... the Americans also 
want to exploit the internal sit- 
uation in Iran, with a view to cha- 
nging thing s in America's favour 
and to weakening the Arab 
camp.”" 

He said that the Soviet Union 
“re mains neutral between Iraq 
and Iran... but we are by no means 
neutral on the principle of ending 
that war.”" Mr. Brutents accused 
Iran of also trying to prolong the 
War, stressing that the “Soviet 
Union will not support the side 
that wants to fight on and rejects 
peace initiatives.” ' 

“If foe United States joined our 
stance, we would have been able 
to bring that war to an end,” he 
said. “We in the Soviet Union are 
prepared to aid foe war, but the 
Americans do not want to end it or 
to even agree with us on means of 
ending it.”" 

Responding to a question, Mr. 
Brutents said that Moscow has 
been unable to pressure Libya and 
Syria into ceasing their support for 
Iran against Iraq. 

He conceded that differences 


existed between Moscow and the 
two Arab states on that score, say- 
ing that “We devise our policy on 
oar own and they define theirs 
independently.”" 

Referring to Syria and Israel, 
Brutents said “Israel should not 
flex its military muscle on Syria, 1 
and the Israelis should take the 
Soviet Union into consideration 
when they toy with the idea of hur- 
ting Syria.” 

Referring to Syria -Iraq dif- 
ferences, Brutents conceded fai- 
lure of recent Soviet efforts to arr- 
ange a rapprochement between 
the two Arab states, which are 
ruled by rival wings of the Arab 
Socialist Baath party. 

A$ked about Afghanistan, Mr. 
Brutents' said the Soviet Union 
was “ prepa red to withdraw from 
Afghanistan, but the United Sta- 
tes and Pakistan will first have to 
stop meddling in the internal aff- 
airs of that country." 

“ As of now , there are more than 
100 camps in Afghanis tan where 
counter-revolutionaries are being 
trained,” he said. “Pakistani mil- 
itary experts have been sent to 
Afghanistan, and the Americans 
last year gave the Afghan 
counter-revolutionaries military 
aid worth $400 million.” 


Iran’s opposition calls 
for international boycott 


LOS ANGELES (AP) - Three 
Iranians delayed scars they said 
were toe result of torture and have 
called for an international boycott 
of toe Islamic government. 

Hossein Dadkhah, 29, said he 
lost three toes after being whipped 
with knotted electric cables m an 
Iranian prison. 

Ayatollah “Khomeini lives on 
an ocean of blood,”" said Dad- 
khah, who said he was tortured 
in front of his wife and daughter 
after his arrest in December 1982. 
He said his wife was imprisoned 
and executed in April 1984. 

The three former prisoners 
appeared at a news conference cal- 
led by supporters of the People's 
Mujahedeen Organisation of Iran. 

Amir Zamam, spokesman for 


the Iranian missio n to the United 
Nations, denied there was torture 
in the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

But Narges Shayesteh, 27, said 
at toe news conference she was 
subjected to nine types of torture. 
She unbuttoned her blouse to 
show a part of her left breast, 
•which had burn scars she said 
were inflicted by her captors' cig- 
arettes during toe 2 te- years she 
was held in five different prisons. 

Mojgan Homayounfar, 24, 
showed an artificial limb as she 
told how a soldier sliced off her 
left leg with a machete after she 
was arrested in September 1981. 

' The Mujahedeen group says 
there are more than 140,000 pol- 
itical prisoners in Iran and that 
Khomeinis followers have exe- 
cuted more than 50,000 people. 


The ship was on an ‘oil shuttle 
Iran runs between Kharg and 
Sirri, which sources say has been 
slowed in recent weeks by Iraqi 
a Hacks and a collision last monttr 
of two shuttle tankers. 

Shipping sources in toe Region 
said last week that Iran planned to 
abandon Kharg for the duration of 
its war with Iraq, now in its sixth 
year. 

The sources said there were no 
injuries to toe mainly-Greek crew 
of the Superior, but they could not 
say where toe missile hit it. 

A number of missiles fired at 
during the Gulf war have failed to 
explode. 

More than 45 ships were con- 
firmed hit in missile attacks last 
year. 


Falangists confiscate 
east Beirut magazine 


BEIRUT (AP) — Falangist mil- 
itiamen stormed a printing press in 
east Beirut early Saturday and 
confiscated all issues of a 
Falangist-owned magazine critical 
of a Syrian-sponsored tripartite 
armistice accord designed to end 
the country’s 10 years of civil war. 


after midnight and confiscated all 
issues before distribution. 

The sources, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said the mag- 
azine's main editorial was devoted 
to criticising toe Damascus acc- 
ord, which Hobeika signed with 
Druze chieftain Walk! Junblatt 


The weekly A] Massira is loyal and Shi’ite Muslim leader Nabih 
to Israeli-backed Lebanese Forces Bern last Saturday. 


Chief of Staff Samir Geagea, at 
odds with ELie Hobeika. the ove- 
rall commander of the Falangist 
militia, because of the latter's 
pro-Syrian policy. 

A] Massira was not sold in Bei- 
rut Saturday at all. 

Falangist militia sources said 
their militiamen stormed the Jos- 
eph Reidi Printing Press shortly 


They said its cover story was 
written under the following hea- 
dline: “ VVhat would Hobeika ach- 
ieve if he wins Syrian support and 
loses that of his own community.” 

It was the second time that 
Hobeika has clamped down on 
news media opposed to his peace 
drive in three months. 


French 
hostages 
in Lebanon 
said near 
release 


PARIS (Agencies) — The four 
French hostages being held in 
Lebanon are no longer in the 
hands of their kidnappers and may 
be on thepoint of being released, 
Claude Thierset, editor-in-chief 
of the photo agency Sipa Press has 
said. 

“When I made contact again 
with the people that you could can 
toe presumed kidnappers of toe 
French hostages, they told me that 
the affair was in the process of 
winding up, that toe Hezbollah 
were no longer a part in this affair 
of hostages,” Mr. Thierset said in 
an interview with Radio Monte 
Carlo. 

The Committee for the Support 
of the Kidnapped Frenchmen also 
acknowledged that “some tiling is 
moving.'* A spokesman for the 
committee, which includes Joe lie 
Kauffmann, wife of one of the hos- 
tages, said it “seems they have 
been moved.” 

Mr. Thierset has been to Leb- 
anon three times recently making 
contacts. The editor was closely 
involved in obtaining the release 
of one of his photographers, Alf- 
red Yagodzadeh, who was held 
hostage for several weeks last 
year. 

Mr. Thierset said the fact that 
his contacts said they no longer 
were involved '‘means that the 
hostages are no longer in the 
hands of the Hezbollah at the pre- 
sent time. We can therefore env- 
isage that there will be a release in 
the more or less near future of the 
French hostages.” 

The photo editor said there 
most probably was Syrian inv- 
olvement. 

“Without saying that the hos- 
tages are in the hands of the Syr- 
ians, they are surely under Syrian 
control,” he said. “After toe con- 
tacts that I made, I believe that the 
hostages were transferred at the 
moment when Joe lie Kauffmann 
and her family were in Beirut, 
perhaps toward the Bekka plain.'* 

The French hostages are Jean- 
Paul Kauffmann, a journalist 
working for the weekly Eve- 
cement Du Jeudi who was abd- 
ucted on May 22; Michel Seurat, a 
researcher for toe French Centre 
for Studies and Research of the 
Contemporary Middle East, also 
kidnapped on May 22; Marcel 
Fontaine, vice consul at the 
French embassy in Beirut cap- 
tured on March 22; and Marcel 
Carton, the embassy’s protocol 
officer, kidnapped on March 22. 

The French External Relations 
Ministry declined to comment on 
the report. 

The four were believed to be 
held by the shadowy pro-Iranian 
Islamic Jihad (holy war) group, 
which was reported to have dem- 
anded an even-handed approach 
in French arms sales to Gulf ene- 
mies Iran and Iraq and toe release 
of five people jailed in France for 
plotting, to kill a former Iranian 
prime minister in 1980. 

France has been Iraq’s second 
largest arms supplier after the Sov- 
iet Union in its war with Iran. 
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Ghali, Crocker discuss African issues 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A senior 
U.S. State Department official 
said Saturday he discussed Afr- 
ican “hot points,” - including 
Libya, with an Egyptian cabinet 

minis ter. 

Chester Crocker, assistant sec- 
retary of state for African affairs, 
who arrived here Friday on a tour 
of the continent, spoke to rep- 
orters after a meeting with State 
Minister For Foreign Affairs But- 
ros Ghali. 

“We had a very useful dis- 
cussion of African problems,” Mr. 
Crocker said. “We touched also 
on toe hot points, updating each 
other as we have done in the past.” 

He cited regional security, toe 
deadlocked issue of independence 
for Namibia, which is controlled, 
by South Africa, and “West- 
Central Africa,” an apparent ref- 
erence to last month s border war 
between Burkina Faso and Mali. 
..Asked whether he and Dr. 
Ghali discussed Libya, he replied: 
“We covered the whole range of 
issues including, of course, 
Libya.” - 

Libya has been at the centre of 
an international storm since toe 
Dec. 27 near-simultaneous att- 
acks by gunmen on toe Rome and 
Vienna airports. The United Sta- 
tes and Israel strongly believe 
Libya was behind the attacks, and 
reports from Washington and Isr- 
ael spoke of possible retaliation. 

Officials in Dr. GhaJi’s office 
said toe talks also dealt with South 
.Africa’s “acts of aggression aga- 
inst neighbouring countries and 
violation of human rights" of its 
non-white population. 

They said Dr. Ghali told Mr. 
Crocker Egypt strongly supports 
proposals Tor international san- 


ctions against South Africa. 

Mr. Crocker later had a sep- 
arate meeting with Osama Al Baz, 
who doubles as first foreign und- 
ersecretary and political adviser to 
President Hosru Mubarak. 

Meanwhile toe United States 
-said Friday it was encouraged by 
Sudanese efforts to improve sec- 
urity in Khartoum following an 
official UJS. warning that ter- 
rorists posed a threat to Ame- 
ricans mere. 

The assessment came as Mr. 
Crocker planned to visit Kha- 
rtoum for talks with government 
officials on Monday. 

"His trip underlines the imp- 
ortance we attach to the mai- 
ntenance of viable relations with 
Sudan,'* State Department Spo- 
kesman Charles Redman told 
reporters. 

He saij^toe State Department, 
was “encouraged by progression 
the Security dirttate in the capital. 

Mr. Redman said Mr. Crocker 
was also expected to have talks 
with Angolan officials shortly. 

In an official notice last Nov- 
ember, the State Department adv- 
ised Americans to avoid the Sud- 
anese capital because of “the pre- 
sence in Khartoum of known ter- 
rorists. and possible threats to 
US. interests.” 

The State Department also said 
it was reducing toe number of 
American officials in the Sud- 
anese capital. 

The moves were linked to con- 
cern over an influx of Libyans fol- 
lowing the overthrow last April of 
Sudanese President Jafaar Num- 
-eiri, a friend of toe United States. 

Military leader Gen. Abdul- 
Rahman Swareddahab has sought 
better ties with Libya. long acc- 



Chester Crocker . . 
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Mr. Redman said, toe State •' 
Department Travel 'Advisory., 
remained in effect for tire time -jiiCDr 
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official personnel had been sus- ^ r 
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The United States continued .to 
monitor the situation and Mr. 
Crocker's talks in Khartoum 
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urity situation is improving. Sad- - ,l *0j 
ancse authorities have token oor 
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security against terrorists in Kha- T>u 
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Newsdesk 

— — Morning Show 

— News Stmmary 

— Pop Session 

......... News Summary 

Fbp Session Goatd. 

— . — News Summary 

Pop SesskM Con til. 

— News Bulletin 

............ — Instrumentals 

Science Report 

— Concert Hour 

News Summary 

— Old RnouriKs 

Listener s ' Choice 

— News Summary 

Jam Hour 

Newsdesk 

— Date with a Sear 

Evening Show 

— News Snmmaiy 

..... Evening Show Conn. 


2100 Evening Show Goatd. 

23:00 News Summary 

23J7 News Headline 

24.-00 Closedown 

BBC WORLD SERVICE 

6.?V. 720. /-//_? :<Hz 

OfcOO Newsdesk 0630 Juke Box Duiy 
06:45 Financial Review 06t5S Ref- 
lections 07:00 World News 67:09' 24 
Homs: News Summary 0730 Short 
Takes 07:45 Letter from America fiMO 
Newsdesk 0630 Jam for the Asking 
OfcOO World News 0*09 24 Hour: 
News Summary 0930 From Our Own 
Correspondent 09 -SO Waveguide 1040 
World News 10309' Reflections 10:15 
The Pleasure's Yours 11:0# World News 
11:09' British Press Review 11:15 Sci- 
ence in Action 11:45 A P erf ect Day 
12M News Summary 12:15 Classical 
Record Review 12J0 Religious Service 
LfcQO World News 13:09 ftews About 
Britain 13:15 From Our Own Cor- 
respondent 1330 Baker's Half Dozen 
14m0 News Summary; Play erf the Week 
1A45 Guitar Workshop l£N World 
News 15:09 24 Hours: News Summary 


1530 Sports Round-up 15*5 The Sandi 
Jones Request Show 1&06 News Sum- 
mary McJO GharSe 16e45 The Sank 
Jones Request Show 1730 Radio New- 
sreel 17:15 Concert HaO 17:40 Sports 
Special 1040 World News 1049 Com- 
mentary 1U5 My KnSne 10s45 Letter 
from America 1940 World News 1949 
World Phone-In 1905 The Goon Show 
045 Sports Round-aa 2040 Newsdesk 
2030 Hi Grille USA ZI 40 News Sum- 
mazy 2105 Les Mherabies 2240 World 
News 2249'24 Hours: News Snmmaiy 
2230 Sunday Half-Hour 2340 News 
Summary; Snort Story 23:15 The Ple- 
asure's Yours 2440 World News 0049 
Poets on Mnsic 0035 Book r^nlr* 
0030 FmanctaJ News HMD Reflections 
0045 Sports Round -op 0140 World 
News; Commenlany OrJJ Letter from 
America 0130 Questions of Faith 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

WIV 1260. KHz 7200. 4565. 11740. 

1 1925 A 15210 

0540 News 0&J0 VOA Morning 0630 
News Summary/ VOA M ornin g 0740 
News 07:10 Focus 0730 News Sum- 
maiy/ VOA Monung 0040 News 0130 
VOA Morning W39 News Summary/ 
VOA Momma 1740 News 1730 New 
Harems and New Products 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

' A painting exhibition by Klulid Khr- 

* eis attbe Spanish Cultural Centre (until 
Jan. 9). 

* An eddnekm of bandtcraAs at the 
. Social Development Centre in Hay 

Nasal (until Jan. 7) 

CINEMA 

* "Che re mconnue” at S40 pm. at the 
French Cultural Centre in cooperation 
with the Jordan Gne-Oub. 

CELEBRATION 

* “A Palestinian folklore night as part of 
celebrations marking the 21st ann- 
iversary of PLO at 6 :00 p jn. at the PLO 
office in Jabal AJ Hussein. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Culmral Centre Td. 66102&7 

American Centre 644371 

' American Centre Unary 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Chhuxal Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 62 4049 

Tuxkhh Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Qty 667181/6 

Y.W.CA. 641793 

Y.WMA. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library ... 6371 1 1 
University of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

Folklore IV teniim: Jewelry and cos- 
tomes over 100 ye3ra okL Also monks 
from Madaba and JerUh (4th So 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening hours: 9 DO am. - -5 
pm- Year-round. Td. 651760. 
jonfn Anfcmbsfcd Mhu Has an 

orocfleni coDecoon of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal Al OaTa (Otodd KB). 
Opening hours: 9.00 tun. - 5.00 pm. 
(Fridays and official boGdays 10.00 am. 
4.00 pm .). Cosed Toesdays. 

Jutrin National Gaflery:^ Contains a coi- 

jtClkl U fli pniming*! *wiaminu. ftnrf 8CU-. 
Ipouc by contemporary Mande artists 


from most of 0 k Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by 19* Century 
orienta&n artists. MunBoah. Jabal 
Loweflxlefa. Opening hours: 10.00 am. 
1.30 pm. and 3.00 pm- - 6.00 pm. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 630128. 
Martyrs’ M an orial (MBttiuy M u se u m): 
Collection c l nrifiory memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports Dry. Amman. Opening hours 9 
Ul- 4 pm. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 

ftpuhtr Lift ef Junlm Muau: 101) to 
150 year old items sndi as c os tu m e s , 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 am. - 5.00 pm. 
Ckned Tuesdays. Td. 637169. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Linas Annum CMb. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday ha, 130 pm. 

Liras rifli l ljpMii Club. Meetings 
every second mu fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hold. 730 pm. 
tWaddakk Rotary CMb. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 

Rotey dab. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the In tercon tinea taJHotel, 2.00 pm. 
Royal A ntoaa Uk CMb. Jabal Amman 
Eighth Circle. Tel. 815261. 9814IO. 

CHURCHES 

St- Joseph Chmh (Roman Catbotie) 
Jabal Amman, tel. 624590. 

Cfesrth ef the Annundation ( Roman 


Catholic) Jabal Lowefodeh. 637440. 
De la SaBe Chords (Romms Cafhofic) 


Jabal Hussein, 661757. 

□surds ef tit Amen 


Orthodox) Abdah. 623541 . 

Aagjkaa Chari (Church erf the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 678906. 
Antouftre CsMc Chord: Asfarafieh. 
771331. 

A i mnsh u i Orth txlm Orach A tiirafi c h - 
775261. 

Sl Eahrakn Chuiis (Syrian Orthodox) 
Asbrafieh, 771751. 

PRAYER TIMES 


0503 


06:38 _ 


11341 


1406 __ 
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QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

77:u information is supplied by Aba inf- 
ormation department at the uetn Aiia 
International Airport, tel. i0S) 532Oit-5, 
tdiere ft should abivy.s fn‘ verified. 

ARRIVALS 

0940 Berlin. Lamaca (IF) 

0935 Kuwait fRJ) 

0935 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

(W45 Cairo (RJ) 

0*45 Jeddah (RJ) 

0945 Aqaba RJ) 

1040 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

1045 Dbnhran. Riyadh <SV) 

030 Istanbul (Tlri 

1*45 Kuwait (Kiri 

1545 ................ Tripoli. Lamaca (LN> 

17:15 Baghdad (IA) 

1730 Cairo RJ) 

1730 Los Angeles, Chicago. Vienna 
(RJ) 

1745 Frankfurt. Rouse (RJ) 

1730 . — New Yoit, Amsterdam (RJ) 

1735 .... Athens (RJ) 

1735 — .... Paris, Brussels (RJ) 

1040 London (RJ) 

IMS Athens, Damascus (OA 

1045 Madrid. Geneva (RJ 

2030 .... Frankfort |LH 

2038 London (BA 

2330 Cairo (MS i 

•035 Baghdad (RJ) 

DEPARTURES 

0630 ........ Damascus. Frankfurt (IH ■ 

0730 Aqaba (RJ 

«fcM Prana saw. Paris (AF 

•040 Beirut (MEA i 

jftlS Damascus, Rome (AZ 

1030 — Lanuxa, Berlin fiDF 

IMS Tunis. Casablanca (SJ 

1140 — Vienna, New York (RJ 

1130 . — Athens (RJ) 

12:15 Riyadh. Dhahnn (SV 

1230 Cairo (RJ) 

MfeW Dbafaran mC) 

1548 Kuwait (KIT 

1640 ............. Lamaca. Tripoli (LN 

K3C Baghdad QA i 

1930 Kuwait (RJ 

IMS Bahrain. Abu Dhabi [RJ 

2049 Damascus (RJ 

28:10 Baghdad (RJ\ 

2830 — Dubai. Muscat (RJ 
2MS Cairo RJ) 


21-JO . Singapore, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

21:55 Baghdad, Loodon (BA) 

2240 Bangkok (RJ) 

0045 Cairo (MSI 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Renuhtr-line ships Jackals 10 Aquha 
port. 

— Ruhland 

— Thcekar 

— Aldcbaran 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company. Tel: 
622324-9 at your service. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied hy the Department of 
Weteamlosy. 

There wfli be a bit increase in tem- 
perature during the day. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate and 
calm sea. 


Ammon 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan VoDcy 


- 4/14 

11/22 

1/15 




Humidity readings: Amman 53 per 
cent. Aqaba 33. Deserts 4&Jontan Va|. 
ky 57 

MONEY EXCHANGE 

Saturday rates 

Local setttbuy rules in fiLt 

Bahraini ttinor 970 979 

Dutch gnQder 132 JJ 133 J 

Egyptian guinea 210/ 215 

Preach franc 485/ 483) 

Iraqi efinar 330/ 340 

Japanese yen (for 100) 180 31 1823 

Kuwaiti dinar 1265/ 1275 

Lebanese lira ... 2Qf 22 

Omani riyal 1060 1070 

Qatari riyal 100/ 102 

Saadi rijul — — 100/ 101 

Swedirfioown — 48.8/ 49 2 

Swiss franc >..1765/ 178 J 

Syrian Bra 26 1 28 

UAE tfiriiaro 99/ 100 

UJ4- nerfing pouoi 52&2J 532.4 

U5.do0ar 367.1 i 370^ 

W. Centum mark 148.W 150.1 


EMERGENCIES 

Aflunan govemorate 891228 

Amman dvQ defence 198. 199 

Q»a Defence Irtxd ^ 271293. 273131 

Crr3 Defence Omrejuneh 770733 

Ainbukawe 193. 7751 II 

Amman downtown fire brgode ... 198 

Ftoa aid 630341 

Blood bank r. 778303 

Qvil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarter* 622090-3 

Plofice rescue ... 192.621111,637777 

Pofioe headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 8963901 

Ekctric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
MotriapaJ water complaints 77ll25.-'8 
Queen Alia IaL Airport (08)5333060 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN; 

Dr. Ahmad Othman 
Dr. Wabd Yacoub ... 

Rras pharmacy 

Salam pharmacy ... 

Rjgbda pharmacy 

Rawlli pharmacy ....... 

Central pharmacy 
Khaled pharmacy 

TAXIS: 

Venecia taxi 

Al Abram taxi 
Mchyar l«| ........ 

Asson tari „ M-w , 

A ttain taxi 

AJ Nshar tol ... ,, 
Shfnrisanl tad ..... 


666021 

811619 

665294 


HOSPITALS 


Hsaem Medical Centre — 
Kbahdi Maternity, J. Amo 
Akileh Maternity, J. 

Jabai Amman Muemky 

MaHcn, J. Amman 

Pa l es tin e, S h tne aan i 

U i i wimii Hospital 

U ni ve r sit y Hospital 

AJ-Maaoaer Hospital — _ 

The Islamic, AbdaH — 

Al-Ahfi. Abdafi 

Irafian. Al-Muhajrecn 

AJ-- Basbzr. J. Arfxra&eh ... 

Army, Maria ~ — 

Queen ASa Hospital 2 


813815/32 
. 644281/6 
Amman 

- 642441/2 

- 642362 
.... 636140 
. 664171/4 

669131 

845845/65 

- 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 
. 7771013 
775111/26 
891611.15 
602246/50 


LRBID-. 

^.Abd nj.Vlfl j gfti Sabateen - — ( -) 

wajdeh phannacy 243353; 

tia dost pharmacy ..-. 242130 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Musa Odeb 982049 

Anas pharmacy J;. 986928 


GENERAL . 

fcrdtoTdevacm — . — 77311119 

Ratho Jordan 774111/19 

^ga oyof T bcrism — 642311 

tfitel cn oq d ai nM 666412 

gore cnmplalnta — ; 661176 

Telmhone Jnfbimafinn _ 12 

Jordan and N&£fle East I . . 10 

Onawas caQs — 17 

Repair service H 
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Minister of Health Zaid Hamzeh (centre) leads a 
Saturday meeting in cooperation with the Council 
for Arab Economic Unity (CAEU) for the purpose of 
establish mg a federation of Arab drug man . 


ofacturers. CAEU Secretary General Mahdi 
Obeidi, seated to the right of Dr. Hamzeh. is add- 
ress tog the group (Petra photo) 


Hamzeh opens meeting to establish 


HEWS IN BRIEF 


AMMAN (Petra) - Health Min- 
ister Zaid Hamzeh opened a mee- 
ting on Saturday to discuss the est- 
ablishment of an Arab federation 
for manufacturers of chugs and 
medical -appliances. 

The meeting was organised by 
the Council of Arab Economic 
Unity (CAEU), which sponsors 
the federation project. 

In a speech at the opening ses- 
sion Dr. Hamzeh underlined the 
importance of Arab economic 
fcoope ration and its role in sup- 
porting Arab economic health and 
strengthening inter-Arab ties. 

The presence of an Arab pha- 
rmaceutical industry is a source of' 
pride for all Arab citizens. Dr. 
Hamzeh said. -He also urged Arab 
drug manufacturers to develop 


their production so as to cope with 
modem technological challenges, 
and stressed the importance of 
imposipg controls on the dis- 
tribution of drags and medicines. 


CAEU Secretary General 
Mahdi AJ Obeidi also addressed 
the opening session and emp- 
hasised the need for organising the 
pharmaceutical industries and 
improving the quality of the pha- 
rmaceutical products to meet the 
needs of people in the Arab 
World. 


The proposed federation will . 
address itself to finding markets 
for Arab pharmaceutical ind- 
ustries in an organised manner, 
Mr. Obeidi said. 

The importance of the proposed 


During the two-day meeting 
some 35 participants representing 
Arab pharmaceutical industries 
and drug manufacturers will dis- 
cuss a memorandum submitted by 
the CAElPs general secretariat 
calling for the establishment of the 
federation, steps to be taken tow- 
ards achieving that goal, and a 
proposed statute and by-laws for 
the federation. 


fares announced 


Jordan’s water system to be improved 


■AMMAN (Pe fra) — The bus fore , for .a passenger travelling 
between Irbidand Amman has been lowered from 800 fils to 700 
fife on modem airntonditioiied P ullma n bases, while the 'ordinary 
bus fare remaps. 400 fife, according to a new tariff issued by 
Msusterof Transport Faxfai Obeid. A statement issued Saturday 


♦ ■ «* 'lilLfciJCr * 1 1 j m . • } i : * M li 1 1 k , , ■ i c'vTiaj • 


Jezash-Amman roadsbocdd charge 300 fife per trip while the fore 
oi^lhe ordhiaj^ bu^ w^he 230 tils. : . . 


AMMAN (J.T.) - The for- 
thcoming 1986-1990 five-year 
development plan inlcudes pro- 
visions for installing water net- 
works and replacing old ones in 
different parts of the country at a 
total cost of JD 13 3 millio n, acc- 
ording to a report in the local A1 
Dus tour Arabic daily newspaper. 


p3B ^ JD 1,249,000 


aa*maN 


3Jo&& totaifing JD- i jf^l industries 
ifert'kc ^jec^ fo creafe 127 new jobs and^ste’uld-make a 
contribution of Tp 262^00 to national income. . An IDB sta- 
tement said that the hew loans have raised the total number of 
loans graated to 3 brdanian industries in the past year to 129,' 
^stimatedat^4ot^dfID7,482,000. 


The plan entails supplying 
water to central regions in Jordan, 
including Amman, from AJ Muk- 
heibeh springs near ItbfcL at a rate 
pf .26 .million cubic metres ann- 
ually, This project involves bui- 
lding wastewater treatment plants 


and setting up other installations, 
pumping stations, and water tanks 
at a cost of JD44 milli on. The plan 
provides for pumping water from 
the main reservoirs and tanks to 
residential areas for domestic con- 
sumption and industrial use by 
building pumping stations and lay- 
ing pipes at a cost of JD 32.5 mil- 
lion. 


The plan also envisions spe- 
nding JD 15 million to build water 
networks in the following cities: 
Rnmtha, Mafraq, Ajloun, Anjara, 
Ain Jana, Knfrenjeh. Madaba, 
Karak, Tafileh and Ma'an. 


Under the plan old water net- 
works inside the cities will be gra- 
dually replaced at the rate of five 

per cent of their lengths annually 
in Amman. Sait, Irbid, Zarqa, 
Madaba, Ma'an, Mafraq, Karak, 
Tafileh, and in the Jordan Valley 
region. This wiU cost at least JD 
225 million, according to A1 Dus- 
tour. 

Other projects included in the 
plan involve supplying water to 
various settlements at a ccst of JD 
13 million and improving ^the eff-j, 
icieoey of other- networks in difr 
ferent regions at a cost of JD 25 
million. 


Pbyl|^ oji^any discussed 


- • “r--. 
■T-nv.". 


Health Ministry enlists aid of leading 
medical specialists to promote clinics 


AMMAN (Petra^ -^ During ameeting held Saturday owners of a 
n mE^^o^Quhryforar s inJordan discussed the establishment erf 

Jord^vt^Tiarmerslal^ discussed foe roles and goals of the 


at the Professional Ass-- 
asion of Iraq’s celebration of foe 
•jfehment of the Iraqi Army. On 
fot are various products of Iraqi' 
organised by the Iraqi community 
' going to foe familie s of martyrs. 


A MMAN (Petra) — A number of 
leading Jordanian private medical 
specialists have agreed to coo- 
perate with the Ministry of Health 
by offering medical advice in cer- - 
tain fields, with the purpose of 
promoting the work of 
government-controlled health 
centres. Health Minister Zaid 
Hamzeh said Saturday. 

These advisors have consented 
to give their advice for nominal 
fees and will thus be offering exc- 
ellent help to their colleagues 
employed at A1 Bashir hospital in 
Amman , not oaly in medical exa- 
minations, but also in conducting 


advanced surgical operations and 
in laying down' training pro- 
grammesfor interns. Dr. Hamzeh 
said. 


taking an exemplary step and off- 
ering their countrymen a great 


Initially the Health Ministry' will 
cooperate with Dr. Gheith Shu- 
beOat, a plastic surgeon; Dr. Ash- 
raf A1 Kurdi, a neurologist; Dr. 
Suite 0 Saleh, a cardiologist; Dr. 
Mohammad A1 Zahiri-, an int- 
ernist; Dr. Abdul Rahim Malhas, 
a surgeon; Dr. Nabil A tail ah, an 
orthopaedist and Dr. Salah Sal ah. 
neurologist and brain surgeon. 


The minister paid tribute to 
these specialists who,, he said, are 


Dr. Hamzeh said that this mea- 
sure was taken as part of the jnin- 
istry’s drive to improve medical 
services and in view of the long 
and vast experience these spe- 
cialists have in their fields. He was 
commenting on a statement pub- 
lished earlier in the press in which 
he said that the Health Ministry 
plans to enlist the help of private 
Jordanian specialists to promote 
medical services at its hospitals 
and health centres in Jordan. 


Ara^wam U.S. and Israel against attacking Libya 


; ffwta page-il). : c.- V 

bestmeajfeoE elfariaating 41 man?; 
ifesfotioas of . 3^ence ; a^. ter- 
rorism was* ‘fo^affii^foetoc^spf 
theeva’ " byrespeo^ legality 

of a&Tj-N". resojutiaa*. J^Vy_ ■ - 
;• In C^o,Egyptiaii presidents! 
adviser Osama AJ Baz sauJEgypt 
opposed' “hny Israeli action aga- 
inst Arab_ connfry.’’- E)T. Baz was 
talking to-reporters after- ineeting 
US. Assistant Secretary of. Slate 
for African Affairs Chesier Cro- 
*wr#ee-p8«e 2): 

“We had no word from our 
American friends, from. foe US: 


administration and we are sure 
that the people in Washington are 
not trigger-happy or looking for 
any nnfitary involvement,”' Dr. 
Baz added, 

: - He reiterated Cairo’s con- 
~ demnatxm of terrorism but said 
retatiatoiy action could lead to a 
dangerous chain of reactions. He 
urged- foe- international com- 
munity to act within the context of 
legitimacy: • 

: Morocco’s conservative daily 
newspaper TOpinion said U.S. 
President Reagan would “fall into 
‘a trap,” if he ordered military rep- 
risals against libya. 


. Kuwait’s A1 Rai A1 A am new- 
spaper and Syria’s semi-official Al 
Thawra daily said any U.S. or Isr- 
aeli attack against Libya would be 
regarded as aggression against the 
wfiole Arab World. 

The United States now has for- 
ces in the Mediterranean that 
could launch a strike against 
Libya, but military officials feel 
any such action would be dan- 
gerous and difficult, defence dep- 
artment sources quoted by the AP 
said. 

Die U.S. navy has conducted 
what it called a routine dep- 
loyment of a battle group into the 


Mediterranean, the sources said. 
But President Reagan has made 
no decision to proceed with any 
type of military response to the 
attacks in Rome and Vienna, they 
said. 

Speaking on condition they not 
be identified farther, the defence 
department sources said top off- 
icials, including Defence Sec- 
retary Caspar W. Weinberger, 
were asked to prepare for a pos- 
sible "strategy meeting” at foe 
White House on Saturday. 

Asked about reports that opt- 
ions indnded air strikes by FA-18 
jets from the aircraft carrier Coral 


Sea or by U.S. air force F-l 11 jets 
based in Britain, one official said: 
"I would not quarrel with that.” 
The F-l 11 fighter-bombers 
could be refuelled in air or at a 
NATO base at Sigonella, Sicily, 
• On "Friday, foe U.S. carrier 
Coral Sea and her battle group 
ended a holiday port leave in Italy 
and steamed into the central Med- 
iterranean in what navy officials 
termed a routine manoeuvre. 


Lawzi leads delegation 
to Egypt, praises ties 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Speaker of the Upper House of 
Parliament Ahmad Al Lawri said here Saturday that 
Hxs Majesty King Hussein’s decision to restore Jor- 
dan’s di plomatic relations with Egypt was In con- 
formity with the principles of the Great Arab Revolt, 
and based on the concept of pan- Arab solidarity and 
bolstering joint Arab action. 


Mr. Lawzi was making a press 
statement shortly before he flew 
to Egypt on an official visit at foe 
head of a delegation from the 
Upper House of Parliament. 

He said that Jordan's relations 
with Egypt are strong, thanks to 
foe endeavours of King Hussein 
and President Hosni Mubarak. 

“Egypt must acquire a pro- 


minent position within foe Arab 


community and also in any joint 
Arab action a tall regional ana int- 
ernational levels in all economic, 
scientific and military domains,” 
Mr. Lawzi said. 

During foe week-long visit Mr. 
Lawzi is expected to meet with foe 
speaker of foe Egyptian People's 
Council, Dr. Rifaat Mahjoub, and 


other officials and parliament 
members. 

The delegation includes Hikmat 
Al Masri. Wait'd Saiah, Zouqan 
Hindawi. Jumaa Ham mad, Nayef 
Al Khreisheh, Hayel Al Surur and 
Hani Kheir. 

The delegation were seen off by 
House members and Egypt's 
Ambassador to Jordan Eihab 
Wahbeh. 

Army Chief of Staff Fafoi Abu 
Taleb is also expected to arrive in 
Cairo Sunday on a visit to Egypt, 
according to die Jordanian News 
Agency, Petra. 

The agency said that Lt.-Gen. 
Abu Taleb will lead a military del- 
egation in response to an inv- 
itation by Egyptian Army Chief of 
Staff Ibrahim Arrabi. 


Arab drug manufacturer federation 


Festivities planned for Arbor Day 


federation stems from the fact that 
medkanes have a direct effect on 
man’s health, and so contribute to 
economic and social development 
in the Arab World, Mr. Obeidi 
added. He then voiced app- 
reciation to the Health Ministry 
for its contribution to help est- 
ablish the projected federation. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Arbor Day 
will be celebrated throughout Jor- 
dan on January 15 and the main 
celebration will be held under 
Royal patronage at Al Tuneib 
Royal Racing Club between 
Amman and the Queen Alia Int- 
ernational Airport, according to 
an official announcement by the 
Department of Press and Pub- 
lications. 

Other Arbor Day festivities will 
be held in Mastaba, near Jerash, 
and a development site in the 
Zarqa River basin, according to 
Ministry of Agriculture Range 
and Afforestation Department 
Director Ghaleb Abu Arrabi. He 
said that actually the celebrations 
will last until the be ginnin g of 
March to allow for the planting of 
nearly 7.5 million saplings pro- 
duced by foe ministry's nurseries 
around the country, of these, 3.5 
miltioa will be planted by the min- 
istrys various teams and the rest 
will be distributed to private org- 
anisations and schools free of cha- 
rge to be planted in their grounds 
and areas, Mr. Arrabi added. “My 
department will plant- fruit and 
forest trees over a 25.000 dunum 
area in the current season,” he 
said. 

Minister of Agriculture Ahmad 
Dakhqan wilLhol J a meeting Sat- 


urday to discuss a rr augments for 
the celebrations around the cou- 
ntry. The meeting will be attended 
by Ministry of Agriculture Under 
Secretary Salem Al Lawzi and dir- 
ectors of agriculture departments 
in Jordan. 


In preparation for the cel- 
ebrations. Mr. Dakhqan has iss- 
ued a circular urging directors of 
agricultural departments in all 
goveroorates to plant trees alo- 
ngside main roads and the app- 
roaches to cities during this sea- 
son. He also called on these dep- 
artments to cooperate with mun- 
icipalities in organising campaigns 
for planting trees on the largest 
possible areas of land, and to ass- 
ign plots of lands for parks and 
public gardens. The minister said 
agriculture departments should 
cooperate with the Water Aut- 
hority of Jordan (WAJ) in org- 
anising the watering of trees and 
irrigation operations in their reg- 
ions, and to make ample pre- 
parations for Arbor Day cel- 
ebrations in cooperation with pro- 
vincial governors. 


ulted in a decision to bold foe main 
celebration in the premises of the 
government hospital and that boys 
scouts, girl guides, and rep- 
resentatives of various org- 
anisations and' youth clubs will 
take part in the tree planting cel- 
ebrations. 


According to Mafraq Governor 
Fayez Al Abbadi. who presided 
over foe meeting, foe Department 
of Education in Mafraq will org- 
anise an awareness campaign to 
urge foe public to plant trees and 
to protect forests. 

In Salt, it was announced that 
foe main tree-planting celebration 
will be held on January 27 during 
which fruit and forest trees will be 
planted in different regions, par- 
ticularly in foe main ground at 
Mudari. The Department of Agr- 
iculture in Baiqa region has pre- 
pared 2000 dunums of land to be 
planted with trees. These are loc- 
ated at Mudari. Wadi Shueib, 
Rumman and Tallous. 


Meanwhile, reports from dif- 
ferent goveroorates indicate that 
preparations are well underway 
for celebrating Arbor Day on Jan- 
uary 15. A meeting in Mafraq res- 


in Karak in foe south and Ajl- 
oun in foe north of foe country 
similar celebrations will be held 
to mark foe occasion. According 
to the Department of Agriculture 
in Karak nearly 12.000 tree sap- 
lings will be planted during the 
celebrations. 


Municipal and Rural Affairs Ministry 


unveils final draft 5-year 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry 
of Municipal and Rural .Affairs 
and the Environment has pre- 
pared its five year plan, and plans 
to spend JD 92 .482 million on dif- 
ferent public service projects, in 
addition to JD 35.63 million to be 
spent on development schemes 
between 1986-1990, according to 
an official announcement here 
Saturday. 

The announcement was made 
by Mr. Asem Ghoshe, director of 
services and engineering works, 
who heads a team that prepared 
the ministry's draft five year plan. 

Mr. Gho$he said that JD 33.85 
million will be spent on budding 


streets and roads. JD 18.591 on 
purchasing land for pro\ :ts, JD 
15.381 on public utiliucs and 
other buildups, JD 7.02 million 
on building road shoulders and 
pavements. JD 6353 mfllion on 
purchasing machinery’ and equ- 
ipment. JD 5376 raiUton on bui- 
lding public gardens, JD 3.07 mil- 
lion on municipal building and JD 
2.941 million on other unspecified 
projects. 

Die development schemes in 
the plan include building market 
places, shopping centres, han- 
dicraft districts, government bui- 
lding complexes and car parks, 
Mr. Ghoshe pointed out. 


At foe outset of the meeting. 
Minister of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Marwan Huraua said that foe 
five-year plan is essentially based 
on foe concept of public par- 
ticipation in building cities and vil- 
lages and the role of municipalities 
in promoting public services and 
acting as a decentralised authority 
for local government. 

He said that local councils sho- 
uld make every possible effort for 
relying on their own revenues to 
finance publ : ~ r ''hemes in their 
respective regions. These rev- 
enues come from taxes, fees and^ 
contributions, the minister added. ‘ 


RSCN works to protect nature 


By Kerstin Wfchmann 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Royal Society 
for the Conservation of Nature 
(RSCN) is an umbrella org- 
anisation dedicated to the pro- 
tection of nature, natural res- . 
ources, wildlife in the desert and 
marine life. 


The U.S. defence department 
sources also confirmed that earlier 
this week that at least six EA-6B 
prowler radar-jamming aircraft 
were dispatched from their base in 
Washington state to foe Sigonella 
air base in Sicily. 


Political activists seek changes in draft 


^Ccnftmed from page Lj 


Gaza Strip that should be con- , 
sidered in the new electoral law: ; 
7 - First, foe population in the 
WestSankkas gone down to three 
quarter of a million while tfae ppp- 
nJatjon pf the East Bank — Jor- 
ilanfanc and Palestinians including 
refugees — has axareased to. aro- 
und: three nriffion. 

— Second, the. Palestinian Que- 
stion has gained new Arab and 
international dimensions as a res- 
ult- erf the role that foe- Palestine 
liberation Organisation . (FLO) 
has come to play, the continuation 
of the Israeli occupation and foe 
emergence; of : the issue' of. est- 
fl hffshmg ja Palestinian entity. At 
foe ■earw* time the awis titutimial 
ties ^^wfoikibpupd the East Bank 
and foe 5i&^ Bank remaioed; The - 


of Parliament in 1984. 

— Thud, the absence of a national 
.solution, for the Palestinian que- 
stion based on a unified Arab str- 
ategy and the lack of interest on 
the part of international powers in 
- endorsing a just basis for a sol- 
ution for the Palestinian question. 

Consequently, the statement 
said, the new electoral law should 
maintain a balance in Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations by achieving 
.an. equal, or at least dose to equal, 
representation for Jordanians and 
Palestinians in the executive and 
the legislative branches. 


irapgriax&e^after the restoration 


Such a formula, the statement 
said, would provide security since 
it would block Israeli schemes of a 
substitute homeland for foe Pal- 
estinians* in Jordan and would 
allow a wider political par- 
ticipation for foe Palestinians and 
Jordanians alike. 

- The issue of Palestinian rep- 


resentation ' in Jordanian ins- 
titutions is perhaps foe thorniest 
subject of foe ongoing debate 
among Jordanian political per- 
sonalities on the new electoral 
law. Some politicians express fears 
that if Palestinians in foe East 
Bank are allowed to nominate 
themselves for parliamentary ele- 
ctions foe vote will be divided 
along Jordanian-Palestinian lines 
and would consequently create 
divisions between the two peo- 
ples. 

The statement of the UDA ref- 
utes these arguments, pointing out 
that prev e nting foe Palestinians 
from running for elections will ali- 
enate them politically and will 
derive them from directly ele- 
ctmg their representatives, par- 
ticularly that West Bank deputies 
are elected by foe Lower House 
since elections cannot be held in 
the West Bank due to the Israeli 


The UDA also refutes claims 
that foe vote will be divided into 
Jordanian-Palestinian lines. It 
cites previous examples when 
deputies from the West Bank were 
elected to represent the East Bank 
and vice-versa. (For example: Dr. 
Khalil Ziyadeen from Kazak was 
elected as deputy of Jerusalem in 
foe 1950s). 

The UDA statement said that 
Palestinians who live in Jordan — 
except for foe refugees — live 
under the same legal and political 
conditions of that of Jordanians. 
Die suggested UDA formula out- 
lines a special arrangement for 
the Palestinian refugee camps. 
The camps will constitute separate 
and independent electoral dis- 
tricts w ithin foe East Bank gov- 
emorates to allow the Palesti ni a n s 
to elect their own representatives, 
according to the formula. 

For example the five refugee 
camps in the governorate of 
Amm an could be represented by 
four deputies our of the 32 sears 
for foe Amman area. 


All in all the UDA suggests nine 
seats to represent the 11 refugee 
camps in the country. 

Such a formula, the statement 
says, will “achieve a balance bet- 
ween the Jordanian national ent- 
ity, which includes the two banks, 
and (a future) Palestinian national 
entity/* The statement did not 
elaborate. 

The statement carried foe sig- 
natures of 30 Jordanian political 
personalities including former 
minister Jamal Al Sbaer, who 
heads the UDA, former National 
Consultative Council (NCC) 
member Faisal Kanaan and oth- 


According to Maher Abu Jafar, 
the general director of the RSCN, 
foe organisation's major task is to 
supply scientific support to leg- 
islative institutions. 

In 1985, foe RSCN was asked 
by the Ministry of Planning to con- 
tribute to the establishment of the 
environmental part of foe for- 
thcoming 1986-1990 national 
development plan, Mr. Abu Jafar 
told the Jordan Times. Since then, 
foe RSCN has been directly inv-- 
olvfcd in national conservation str- 
ategy to organise the future use of 
natural resources. 

Finishing this study will take 
about three years and the RSCN 
has asked foe International. 
Union for the Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) to contribute to 
foe project technically and fin- 
ancially. 


Die association also suggested a 
number of election procedures to 
guarantee fair elections. 

It proposed that the voting card 
should be issued by foe Dep- 
artment of Civil Affairs, to set vot- . 
ing age at 18 and to allow illiterate 
voters select a member of the 
committee which supervises the 
elections to help in foe baliotting 
process. 


Id addition to this theoretical 
work, the RSCN has also exe- 
cutive power to regulate hunting 
in the Kingdom. For that purpose 
Mr. Abu Jafar continued, Jordan 
was divided into six different hun- 
ting areas which are alternately 
open for hunting for limited per- 
iods of time during the year. In 
order to enforce public adherence 
to the restrictions, the well- 
equipped RSCN staff patrol the 
areas daily. 

'‘During the last year we col- 
lected JD 135,000 as fines on pro- 
hibited hunting,”" Mr. Abu Jafar 
'said. The RSCN is authorised by 
the government to arrest off- 
enders and take them to the pol- 
ice. 


. Mr. Abu Jafar added that the 
Aqaba area is also under RSCN 
supervision. Two inspectors patrol 
the coast daily in order to keep it 
clean from pollution. Leaflets dis- 
tributed to all ships at anchor pro- 
hibit foe dumping of sewage and 
oils. 

“Compared to other harbours 
of the world, Aqaba is a really 
dean one.” Mr. Abu Jafar said. 
He said, however, that because of 
the non-existence of national env- 
ironmental or wildlife legislation, 
there are "some gaps” in env- 
ironmental protection. The RSCN 
draws its authority from Agr- 
icultural Act No. 20, concerning 
animal resources, but has no inf- 
luence on industrial polluting, for 
example. 

In order to protect endangered 
species from extinction the RSCN 
is busy with establishing wildlife 
reserves in Jordan. Mr. Abu Jafar 
mentioned that of foe 1 2 proposed 
reserves two have been est- 
ablished so far. A third one. the 
Mujib Midlife Reserve next to 
the Dead Sea, is in the process of 
construction. 

In 1975 the Shaumari Wildlife 
Reserve was opened and. with the 
assistance of the World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF) and the Arabian 
Oryx World Herd Trustees, the 
Arabian Oryx was reintroduced to 
its natural habitat in Jordan in 
I9S3. Today there is a total of 45 
head (10 per cent of the world 
population of the oryx), dem- 
onstrating the success of the bre- 
eding programme. In addition, 
several species of gazelles, foe 
wfld ass and foe ostrich are part of 
foe breeding programme. 

Die second operating wildlife 
reserve is at the Azraq Oasis. An 
RSCN research paper asserts that 
“this unique wetland is a noted 
locality for migrating birds, inc- 
luding many of foe African- 
Plaeartk species, which pass thr- 
ough in spring and summer. Some 


species winter at foe oasis and 
some breed there. It was rec- 
ognised in 1977 as an int- 
ernational station for migratory 
waterfowl. About 3il species of 
birds, over half of them migratory, 
have been recorded at this wet- 
land. Furthermore it is very rich in 
both flora and fauna.” 

This oasis is currently in danger, 
as Mr. Abu Jaiai notes: "If foe 
Jordan Water Authorin' goes on 
pumping drinking water for foe 
Amman area to foe extent that it is 
now, we will lose the oasis for 
sure.” Mr. Abu Jafar added that 
due to foe sinking of the gro- 
undwater level migratory birds are 
on foe decrease. 


The RSCN promotes a “wise .” 
responsible use of water, including 1 
raising foe consciousness of foe 
consumers. “Water is a rare ele- 
ment in Jordan and not available 
in unlimited amounts.” 

In order to create more public 
awareness concerning env- 
ironmental problems, foe RSCN 
established a Public Awareness 
and Information Division six 
months ago. 

“We intend to start from zero,” * 
Mr. Abu Jafar said, “for that rea- 
son we are cooperating with foe 
Ministry of Education on issuing a 
booklet about Jordanian wildlife 
and plants in schools. We hope 
that in 10 or 15 years foe Jor- 
danian population will be more 
aware of the necessity for foe pro- 
tection of nature.” 

The RSCN also ordered a mob- 
ile education unit from foe WWF 
and plans to produce illustrative 
educational material like posters 
and charts. 


A further project is the erection 
of an information centre at foe 
Shaumari Wildlife Reserve. 

Die visitor wvill be able to gain 
information about the RSCN~and. 
the wildlife reserves while att- 
ending the centre. 
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Lessons In Katyusha 

ISRAELI troops and their Sooth Lebanon militia allies were 
foraying and wreaking havoc into Lebanese villages outside 
Israel's self-declared border “security zone” yesterday and 
the night before. They were looking for the resistance fighters 
who fired a Katyusha rocket which hit the northern Israeli 
settlement of Kiryat Shmona on Thursday. This attack, rather 
than the Israeli retaliation that it drew, brings up some very 
interesting questions that the Israelis at least, given their per- 
sistent warrior mentality, would not be able to answer. How is 
it that guerrillas, Palestinian or Lebanese or both, can still fire 
rockets at Israeli settlements at northern Galilee even after the 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon, which, oddly enough, the Israelis 
called “peace for Galilee," and despite their occupation of a 
large chunk of Lebanese territory which is now called the. 
“security zone”? If hundreds of thousands of Israeli troops, 
the best American weapons and the limitless U.S. support for 
Israel in a war of over three years have not prevented the 
resistance fighters from firing Katyusha rockets into northern 
Gal See, what should we conclude? That there can be no peace 
made by invasions and occupations? That force alone cannot in 
the end win yon peace aad stability? That, if there is going to be 
justice, other people's rights have to be answered and acc- 
ommodated? 

The fact that Palestinian or Lebanese fighters can stiO ope- 
rate against Israeli settlements even after Israel has supposedly 
destroyed the PLO and its military infrastructure, and still 
occupies a large “security zone*' in the south of Lebanon, 
should remind all those people who are concerned about tbe 
situation in the Middle East that the path to peace does not only 
pass through Israel's exaggerated concern about security, but 
rather it can only be achieved by simultaneous attention to aO 
peoples' political rights and requirements —first and foremost 
those of the Palestinians. 

The ability of Western, mainly American, politicians to see 
Israeli “security” as tbe bottom line of any developments 
towards a Middle East peace is as false and boOow as the 
self-prod aimed ability of Israel's militarists to assure tbe safety 
of northern Galilee by invading and occupying large parts of 
Lebanese territory. 

More than anybody else, the Israelis and their backers sho- 
uld kno» that there can be no safety in guns, no peace in 
occupation and no comfort in self-delusion. But are they willing 
to listen to this logic and the voice of reason? Or will they ever 
want to learn from the lesson of those irrepressible Katyusha 
rockets? 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIAL 


Al Ra’i: Reminders of reality 

THE KATYUSHA rockets fired on Israeli settlements in upper 
Galilee have forced the Zionist settlers to hide in their shelters, a 
reaffirmation of the fact that these settlers are in no security and 
peace as they were told by their leaders following Israel's invasion of 
Lebanon. 

The Israelis have become certain now that their occupation of 
southern Lebanon did not bring peace to their borders. These Israeli 
incursions into southern Lebanon on different occasions over the 
past few years have rather helped escalate resistance activity inside 
the occupied .Arab lands and deprived the settlements in occupied 
Palestine of their peace and quiet. 

Therefore, one should point out that all Israeli aggressive practices 
in Lebanon and Zionist plots against the Palestinians have all ended 
in total failure. There is no alternative for Israel but to re-examine its 
position in view of the fact that the Arabs are now re-building their 
. intrinsic force anJ preparing the way for liberating their land. 

At the same time all resistance activity against Israel should be 
backed and supported hy the Arab countries in a bid to bring out 
moves toward* z solution of the Palestine problem. 

Al Dustour: Shameful U.S. actions 

WE DO not condone the Libyan leader’s irrational policies which 
constantly help escalate Arab and international tension, but at the 
same time we cannot keep a closed eye to Amcrican-Israeli threats to 
launch an open aggression against Libyan territory. Since the attacks 
on Rome and Vienna the United States and Israel have been thr- 
eatening military action, and have actually been preparing for such 
action, against Libyan territory which they consider as a base for 
harbouring terrorists. 

We cannot rule out the fact that Israel might launch an aggression 
on Libya or other Arab countries, but we feel it is sbameftil for tbe 
United States to follow an aggressive course against an Arab country 
in blind and total submission to Israel's will and Israel's aggressive 
. policies. Perhaps the Americans should take a lesson from what had 
happened to them in Lebanon where Washington also followed in 
the footsteps of Israel and had to reap the consequences. 

If the United States continues to ignore the .Arab World's rights 
and overlook the past lessons and follows in the footsteps of the 
Zionists and launch an aggression on the Arabs, the whole region will 
be made insecure and open to further bloodshed and disasters. 

Sawt Al Shaab : Another evil plan 

ISRAEL HAS reportedly prepared a plan for applying what is ter- 
med as autonomous rule in die occupied West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip. This evil plan emails considering the whole of Palestine as 
Israeli land in which Zionist extremists plan to settle Jews from 
around the world and evict the legitimate Arab owners. This plan is 
an application of the Likud concept of seizing tbe land from tbe 
Arabs who should be regarded only as residents for the time being. 
This Zionist plan which is to be applied in 1 986, according to the 
reports, can never change the facts about the history of the area and 
the people who lived there fore centuries. Tbe Israelis are thus 
preparing another form of aggression on the Arabs who o ught to take 
proper action at all levels'to thwart it. 

It is dear thar aim atforcingfoe Arab countries to hold 

direct talks with the Zionist state, accepting its terms and co nditio ns 
for a settlement which would be ignominious to tbe Arabs and 
favouring the Zionist dreams in Palestine. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse By pr. Fahea Fanek 

A review of 1985 and outlook for 1986 

_ . . . . . . . nKtet,. — 1- ' c : ources, promoting tom 


The following article is based on a luncheon talk the writer 
gave to a group of economic attaches from a number of 
foreign diplomatic missions in Amman several days ago. 


IT IS difficult to talk about the 
outlook for the Jordanian eco- 
nomy in 1986, if we do not 
know yet what had actually 
happened in 1985. 

Lack of accurate inf- 
ormation and statistics at this 
time would not prevent us from 
making an educated guess. 

Inflation rate in the past year 
was at around 4 3 per cent; a 
little bit higher than the 3.9 'per 
cent of 1984, but still a very low 
and moderate rate by any sta- 
ndard. Money supply shrank 
by some two to three per cent 
for toe first time in 15 years. 
Exports maintained the high 
level of 1984 with perhaps 
some growth; the gross com- 
modity exports reached over 
JD 300 million. Imports are 
supposed to have dropped a lit- 
tle except for the stockpiling in 


anticipation of higher pro- 
tection to domestic industry. 

The gross domestic product 
(GDP) may have grown at aro- 
und 2-5 per cent in real terms. 
Higher growth may be ref- 
lected by the gross national 
product (GNP), due to inc- 
rease in external aid and other 
earnings from abroad. 

Jordan's balance of pay- 
ments is vfery close to the 
break-even point but that was 
due to heavy external bor- 
rowing of some JD 150 million. 

In 1984 there were some 
other positive indicators -. Arab 
' aid increased due to a singular 
80 millio n donatio n from the 

Sultanate of Oman, and S50 
million on account of late pay- 
ments from the United Arab 
Emirates. The United States 
committed a moderate amount 


($250 million) which is just sta- 
rting to be received by our tre- 
asury. 

On the other hand, if rec- 
overy per se has not taken 
place yet, at least we realise 
now that the down trend has 
bottomed off, and that the rec- 
ession is not worsening any fur- 
ther. 

Also the rapid depletion of 
the foreign exchange reserves, 
which took place in recent 
years, and accelerated in the 
first four months of 1985, has 
been reversed or stopped. This 
means more economic sta- 
bility, more confidence in the 
transferability of the Jordanian 
dinar, and more strength of the 
financi al position and credit 
worthiness of the country. 

The yeaf 1986 looks to me to 
be more of the same. There will 
be no major difference in the 
economic performance and 
adjustments will continue to 
take place. 

Tbe budget of 1986 gives a 
sketch of bow the Jordanian 
economy will fare in this new 


year. Hie critical questions 
here are going to be first whe- 
ther the government wfll be 
able to collect all the external* 
aid listed in the budget. Sec-, 
ond, whether it will be able to 
increase domestic revenues by 
13 per cent without new taxes 
as the budget projects. And 
third, whether it will be able to 
control recurring expenditures, 
so that it will not increase by 
more than four per cent as the 
budget predicts. 

If the answers to these que- 
stions are negative, the deficit 
will increase accordingly, and 
tbe government will have to 
borrow locally and int- 
ernationally to dose the gap 
aad make ends meet. 

The official figure for the 
projected deficit is JD 37 mil- 
lion, without taking into acc- 
ount the development bor- 
rowing of around JD 98 mil- 
lion. The deficit of course 
would be much more if the 
budgetary limits were not obs- 
erved and fully adhered to. 


The new five-year economic 
and social development plan 
has not been announced yet, 
and very little is known about 
its size and themes, except that 
the growth rate is expected to. 
be six per cent for each year. 
However we do know that the 
main targets this time will be: 
the creation of more jobs to 
cope with unemployment, cur- 
rently between six and nine per 
cent; and to save foreign exc- 
hange in order to reduce the 
structural deficit in the balance 
of payments position. - 

This may mean more exp- 
orts, less imports, and less pro- 
jects which are capital int- 
ensive and import oriented. 

In the near future, I can see 
such policies tike: more pro- 
' tectioa for local industry, more 
individual initiative enjoyed by 
the private sector, more mar- 
ket oriented economy, imp- 
rovement in the economics of 
large scale projects especially 
potash, upgrading; agriculture- 
production and water res- 


ources, promoting tourism, 
more emphasis on services and, 
more restrictions on foreign 
workers. 

Jordan's long-term goal has 
. always been sqlf-reliance; 
nevertheless it still needs a lot 
of infusions of funds from ext- 
ernal sources in the form 'of aid 
and soft loans. In fact the rec- 
ession in Jordan which started 
at mid- 1 982 has no reason exc- 
ept the actual and expected 
decline in the external res- 
ources available to Jordan. 

Jordan is a viable economic 
entity, but only within an int- 
egrated Arab region. It is an 
example of what a free ent- 
erprise system can achieve. 

More aid is the effective way 
of helping to make this exa- 
mple a success. The economic 
policies in Jordan are far from 
perfect, but, there is no doubt 
that foreign aid has beea used 
wisely and efficiently to the full 
satisfaction of the friendly gov- 
ernments and international 
and regional financial ins- 
titutions. 


Zia’s lifting of martial law puts civilians on the spot 


By Tom Heneghan 

Reuser 

ISLAMABAD — President 
Mohammad Zia Ul-Haq has once 
again shown himself to be Pak- 
istan’s most adroit politician by lif- 
ting martial law, restoring basic 
rights and leaving many people 
unsure of what it all means. 

General Zia made good use of 
surprise tactics by unexpectedly 
reviving the constitution in full last 
week, and not declaring a state of 
emergency to follow eight- - 
and-a-haH years of army rule. 

By giving away more than was 
expected, he also stripped his cri- 
tics of their standard argument 
that they would do more to oppose 
Zia if martial law were not so str- 
ipped his critics of their standard 
argument that they would do more 
to oppose Zia if martial law were 
not so strict. 

The ball is now in the court of 
the civilians — both the elected 
members of parliament and tbe 


traditional opposition outside it — 
who have to prove they actually 
represent public opinion as much, 
as they say they do. 

This could be difficult. National 
assembly members are still feeling 
their way in the new system and 
seem unsure about jost how much 
initiative they can take. 

The opposition, which boy- 
cotted partyless elections in Feb- 
ruary, spends more time on int- 
ernal squabbling than planning a 
strategy to confront what it calls 
array rule in civilian guise. 

“There are politicians in both 
groups who have profited by mar- 
tila law, either by being appointed 
to positions by Zia or using the 
ban on political activities as an 
excuse to do nothing,'* said one 
senior miliiaiy man who asked not 
to be named. 

“Now they won't have that 
crutch- They will haye to walk by 
themselves. Some may stumble.'* 

By contrast, Zia, who seized 
power in July 1977 by ove- 



iMobammad Zia U1 Haq 

rthrowing Prime Minister Zulfikar 
Air Bhutto, has been steadily fol- 
lowing a plan for controlled civ- 
ilian rule that he charted in August 
1983. 


He has held elections, formed a 
parliament and, with a delay of a 
few months, actually lifted martial 
law — much to the chagrin of his 
critics who have been saying for 
years he would never do anything 
of tiie sort. 

Zia has kept considerable pow- 
ers for himself and has never made 
a secret of tbe fact he thinks a 
no-bolds-barred democracy is 
unsuitable for Pakistan. 

He remains chief of army staff 
and has amended the constitution 
to give the presidency a more act- 
ive political role. But it is not clear 
how active he will be or how much 
leeway parliament will have. 

Even without martial law, off- 
icials retain a wide range of pow- 
ers under the civil code to block 
political rallies and arrest dis- 
sidents. Opposition politicians will 
have to challenge these res- 
trictions to see bow often they will 
be used. 

Freedom of the press, one of the 
basic rights given back last week. 


Indonesia raises spectre of Communist threat 


By Peter Millership 

Reuter 

JAKARTA — The miliiary- 
hacked government of Indonesia 
is raising the spectre of Com- 
munist subversion again, two dec- 
ades after the three- 
million-Ntrong parly was des- 
troyed. But diplomats say they 
wonder how real the threat is-. 

President Suharto, who came to 
(power after crushing a 
I Communist-huckcdcoupin 1965. 
has revived warnings ahout leftist 
subversion, resumed executions of 
convicted Communists and ord- 
ered the mass dismissal of workers 
for past trade union links. 

The retired General has also 
announced a ‘campaign across the 
world’s fifth biggest nation to scr- 
een l. 7 million former Com- 
munists to see whether they sho- 
uld lie allowed to vole in general 
elections m 1 987. 

But diplomats are asking whe- 
ther his government really faces a 
threat from the extreme left or if 
i he new c t mpa ign mieh t he a 
smokescreen to mask Isiamic unr- 
est in the run-up to the elections in 
this nation of more than 165 mil- 
lion people 

“The mo\ ft might also be a sig- 
nal to the largely Muslim nation 
that the secular government cur- 


rently trying top dissidents for 
subversion is not anti-Islam but 
anti-extremist," one senior Wes- 
tern diplomat said 

A top Asian diplomat said the 
crackdown was a reflection of 
Suharto's personal background. 
“He's from a village, a poor far- 
mer's son haunted by a deep and 
genuine suspicion of a Communist 
revival." 

In the early 1960s. under Ind- 
onesia's left- leaning first pre- 
sident. Sukarno, the Communist 
Party grew rapidly. Claiming 20 
million supporters, it became the 
biggest Communist Party out of 
power anywhere in the world. 

When plotters murdered six 
Generals one night in 1965. in an 
attempt to force Sukarno further 
to the left. Suharto crushed the 
coup. 

Gradually pushing Sukarno 
aside. Suharto banned the. Com- 
munist Party and launched a purge 
of its membership. 

No-one knows how many died 
in the violence which followed the 
coup when ardent Muslims wre- 
aked revenge on Communist 
enemies and Suharto's security 
forces turned a blind eye. 

But historians agree that up to 
500.000 people were slaughtered. 

“The birth of the new order 
l Suharto’s government) was a 


bloodbath of horrific pro- 
portions.” wrote M.C. Ricklefs. 
professor of history at Australia's 
Monush University. 

Now. with the left apparently 
eradicated as a political force, sen- 
ior officers say the main threat to 
Suharto's government is radical 
Islam — particularly after a Mus- 
lim riot last year and a wave of 
guerrilla homh attacks which fol- 
lowed. 

Since then the Command for 
the Restoration of Security and 
Order (KOPKAMT1B) - Ind- 
onesia's most powerful military 
Iwdy. set up just after the coup — 
h.is been trying to round up those 
responsible jnd nip any further 
unrest in the bud. 

This month the military ordered 
the sacking of l .7110 oil workers 
for their past links with the Com- 
munist Party and the screening of 
a nu mber of others. The dismissals 
were authorised in 1 97? but never 
carried out. 

“The question is why are they 
doing it now when they could have 
done ii a decade ago’.’" asked a 
diplomat. 

Military officers said privately 
that the dismissals were probably 
to weed out disgruntled Com- 
munists from the vital oil industry 
who could help Islamic extremists 
intent on sabotage 

One officer said KOPKAMTIB 


had always dreaded a union bet- 
ween extreme left and radical 
Islam. Diplomats do not rule out 
concern over oil installations as a 
reason for the firings. 

They also suggest the gov- 
ernment delayed the dismissals to 
keep a skeleton in the cupboard 
for use if needed ro distract the 
public from other issues, par- 
ticularly Islam. 

The Buru island penal colony 
where Suhano for years held tho- 
usands of Communists, mostly 
without trial, was closed five years 
ago and human rights groups say 
Indonesia has just 250 political 
detainees left. 

But tbe executions of four for- 
mer Communists earlier this year 
— old men who had spent a long 
time on death row — caused an 
outcry abroad from human rights 
organisations. The deaths were a 
reminder of Suharto's severity 
with extremists. 

Jakarta's continued feeling 
about Communism is reflected in 
the fact that 20 years after the 
coup, blamed by Suharto on Pek- 
ing. Chinese characters arc still 
banned here. 

Diplomats said it was only out 
of economic necessity that Suh- 
arto, who severed links with China 
two years after the coup, re- 
opened trade ties this year. Dip- 
lomatic relations remain frozen. 


Chilean army uncomfortable with Argentine trials 


By Simon AJterman 


SANTIAGO — Even before 
Chile s armed forces had digested 
the outcome of the junta trials in 
neighbouring Argentina, former 
police chief Cesar Mendoza was 
last week hauled before a court 
investigating political murders. 

Mondoza's questioning was shi- 
elded from the full glare of pub- 
licity by a special law allowing him 
to testify in the tower block hou- 
sing the offices of the military 
junta on which be served until last 
August. 

But for the armed forces it car- 
ried an uncomfortable echo of the 
trials across the .Andes which 
ended last week with five former 
junta members convicted for exc- 
esses committed during their time 
in power. 

Although there was no public 
reaction to the verdicts from the 
military government here, dip- 
lomats suy tbe armed forces were 
clearly paying close attention to 
the cases with an eye to their own 
future after 12 years of military 
rule. 

Foreign military experts say the 
Outcome could strengthen the 
hand of those Chilean officers 
looking for a negotiated transfer 


of power to guarantee that there 
will be no reprisals, but may also 
make hardliners such as President 
Auguste Pinochet himself even 
more resistant ro change. 

Politicians, aware of the armed 
forces' sensibility, say that the case 
involving Mendoza is very dif- 
ferent from the wide-ranging pol- 
itical trials in Argentina. 

They note that such trials are 
effectively ruled out in Chile 
under a multi-party accord on the 
principles governing a return to 
democracy signed Iasi August, 
which says that justice must be 
don- in a spirit of national rec- 
onciliation. 

“For that, trials which may take 
place for human rights violations 
will require responsible and well- 
founded evidence for specific cri- 
mes." it said. 

“Such cases will be beard exc- 
lusively by existing courts, thus 
ensuring due process free from 
humiliations, revenge ami col- 
lective ad-hoc trials." 

The circumstances of the tra- 
nsition to democracy in Arg- 
entina. which played a large part 
in President Raul' Alfonsin's dec- 
ision to order the trials, are also 
unlikely to be repeated here, pol- 
iticians and diplomats says. 

“The Chilean armed forces are 


not demoralised. They are not suf- 
fering the massive reaction to mil- 
itary defeat." one foreign military 
expert said. 

“In Argentina, they 'were obv- 
iously discredited after the Ful- 
klands wur (against Britain) and 
were not in any position to neg- 
otiate." 

Though Pinochet himself app- 
ears implacably opposed to any 
negotiation with his opponents, 
air force commander Fernando 
Matthci has spoken out in favour 
of talks with the parties in the acc- 
ord and diplomats say he is not 
alone. 

“Some people in the military 
want a negotiated way oat. and u 
guarantee of no trials will be part 
of the negotiation.” one diplomat 
said. 

“Any deal that the accord might 
strike with the armed forces would 
fall flat on its face if it didn't inc- 
lude a cast-iron let-ouf clause for 
the military." said another. 

But its in Argentina, human 
rights groups are less disposed to 
accept such political solutions. 

“From the point of view of 
human rights, you cannot neg- 
otiate on this." said German Mol- 
ina, secretary of the Chilean 
Human Rights Commission. 

“Social healing can only lake 


place through justice . The stability 
of democracy cannot rest on for- 
getting the past, but nor can it rest 
on revenge.” he said. 

Other human rights lawyers say ' 
the pressure for trials when mil- 
itary rule ends may be less than in 
Argentina because the courts have 
already begun to investigate some 
abuses. 

The most dramatic of those was 
the murder last March of three 
Communist leaders abducted in 
broad daylight and found with 
their throats slit the following 
night. 

Judge Jose Canovas accused the 
intelligence service of the para- 
military police ( Carahineros) of 
carrying out the crimes, triggering 
the downfall of Mendoza. Last 
week he questioned Mendoza 
himself after learning that he con- 
trolled that unit. 

Diplomats say that despite 
some delay and obstruction of 
investigations, the government 
has turned the Chilean tradition of 
respect for legal formalities to its 
advantage by publicly expressing 
its willingness to cooperate with 
tbe courts. 

But doubts remain about how 
far Pinochet is willing to go. 


still remains subject to a restrictive 
1962 law. This allows the gov- 
ernment to pressure and censor 
publications it does not like. 

One of the biggest question 
Zia’s long-awaited speech left 
unanswered was how the banned 
political parties would be revived. 

According to the political par- 
ties act passed by parliament this 
month, all parties most seek off- 
icial approval before they can 
begin open political work. 

Tbe government has yet to spell 
out the ground rules for reg- 
istration. Opposition politicians 
fear they could be poshed into a 
web of lengthy and complicated 
screening procedures before being 
approved or rejected. 

The Pakistan People's Party 
(PPP), the largest opposition 
group, could split over the que-’ 
stion of whether or not to register, ' 
political commentators say. 


Benazir Bhutto, daughter of the - 
hanged prime minis ter and bead 
of the party, is expected to return^: •' 
from European exile early tins 
year to find her followers locked in-: - 
persoaal fends and torn between. :”' - 

leftwingers and moderates. » ^ „ 

Tehrik-I-Istiqlal, a moderate ' 
party led by former air farce dtirfjS£[] j 
Asghar Khan, has expelled its bri-'* 
ghtest young politician, Aifaflz, '■>>. 
Ahsan. in squabble that worsened 
as the date for lifting martial lay 
drew closer. . . 

Zia has: also left his own plans ... 
unclear, especially of whether he’~ 
w31 retire from the army and show 
he actually trusts die transition to ' 
civilian rule he has started.- . -J 
Political sources say he might. .... 
resign in a few months since raauy'. f. 
other generals feel he should nht ^. 
keep both jobs. _ 

Asked about this last week, Zia ~“_7 
grinned and said: “Time will telL r * ~ ' 


LETTERS 


Restraints are needed 

To the” Editor: 

Dr. Fahed panek’s article in the Dec. 29, 1985, issue of the Jordan 
Times makes interesting reading. The treaty with Egypt is only 
part of foe overall economic problem and I would like to invite 
your attention to one aspect of it which appears to be skirted 
around in all such dialogues. 

This is the matter of the international value of the Jordanian 
dinar. 

By all accounts this is over-high which aggravates the problem. 
The decrease in foe value of foe U.S. dollar — and by no means is 
that over — stresses that aspect even further. 

If the international value of the dinar is moderated, the cement 
company would earn more in dinar terras even at foe rather low 
selling price which is expressed in foe dollar. And that would 
apply to all our exporting industries. 

The priority in my mind is to earn foreign exchange. Only then 
would we be able to pay back the many loans and their interests as 
also earn enough to continue to import essential goods. 

The argument which is put forward is that since we have so 
much to pay back, tbe dinar should be held high so foal rep- 
ayment, in dinar terms should be kept as low as possible. But then 
this really begs the question ! At the high value of foe dinar , we jnst 
don't earn anything al all to think of paying back! 

A realistic value of the dinar would give a boost to industries 
like cement, fertiliser, phosphate, glass, etc., all of which are 
having serious difficulties in exporting their surplus of production. 
That devaluation would also give additional liquidity to these 
companies. 

Apart from that, there would be the consequent dis- 
couragement of non-essential impo-ts. For example I have seen in 
focal shops imported ‘ * Iribbe - * from Brazil!- Many local industries 
suffer from competition from imports for this reason. 

There is a strong need to protect local manufacturing industries 
so as to earn foreign exchange, provide local employment winch 
has now become another major need. Jordan has a liberal import 
policy and if this is to remain, then the only other way is to have a 
more realistic value of foe dinar. If local industries take improper 
advantage of tins, there is always foe tax factor which can remedy 
matters. But Jordan is not in a position where discipline is mai- 
ntained by allowing attractive imports. 

pfoer advantages of devaluation would be to diminish out-' 
goings in remittances from earnings of foreigners who constitute a 
meaningful part of foe work force here. Perhaps even discourage 
foreign employment, which is desirable. 

It would also encourage tourism. At the moment middle doss 
foreigners — who constitute foe bulk -of -tourists ail over — hes- 
itate to think of a visit here at the costs this would involve them. 
Jordan has become one of foe most expensive places on earth! 

Then again it would encourage remittances from overseas from 
Jordanians whose remittances in the past have played a vital role 
in the foreign exchange position and which remittances are now in 
decline. There is need of an incentive to replenish that pump. 

The annual bucket has taken into account the possibifitirof a 
substantial subvention to balance itselL With the deteriorating 
economic situation all over, these subventions might well fall 
below expectation. At least one has to consider that possibility. 

If that should materialise, then a devaluation would enable a 
larger local .liquidity in dinar terms which will soften the blow. 

Of course, there are adverse consequences to be taken into 
account. ■ - 

Wjfo so many essentials still to be imported the cost of firing 
wfll go up- But once that initial shock is accepted, then foe eS? 
nomy wiU absorb such increases as happened in the past with oil 
price increases. It is a “once' T ~'treaLn>ent. 

In fart it wfll be a' salutary shock. The adtScfion to “foreagn’* 
goods will lessen. Local products will become, moire acceptable 
and by that very fact wfll m due coarse tend to improve in Sky 


to alkw monopolies and that should remain a healthy detarem. 

The Jordanian ecooomyshoald provide work for Jordanian and 
not for workers in Bra^Germany and Japan., And soon 
Syna and Saudi Arabia! i4»ok ar their etmfenw values! And ■ 
whatever restraint and sacrifice is necessary to enable foot to 

happen. Should be considered. 

I wonder if you would care co initiate 3 dialogueon this subject^ 

- • .Amman-'."- V 
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Former Australian ambassador looks back 
at three years in Jordan with pleasure 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Richard Gales, the 
first Australian ambassador to 
Jordan, left back home last month 
after three years of sendee in 
which he contributed to laying 
down the foundations of strong 
and close bilateral relations in all 
fields between the two countries. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times prior to his departure Mr. 
Gates said that relations between 
Jordan and Australia are expected 
to grow in importance since “Aus- 
tralia is seriously considering Jor- 
dan as an alternate source of pho- 
sphate.'* 

Nauru, a tiny little island in the 
Pacific, has so far been Australia's 
source of phosphate but “pho- 
sphate is expected to disappear 
from Nauru within ten years and 
Jordan could be important as an 
alternative source.” Mr. Gates 
said. 

Over his past three years of 
Australian diplomatic rep- 
resentation in Jordan, bilateral 
cooperation and trade exchange 
have considerably increased, par- 
ticularly in the fields of agriculture 
and archaeology. Australia is inv- 
olved in “a small aid programme 
for the development of dry land 
and maintains good relations with 
Jordan's Cooperative Org- 
anisation while Jordan imports 
wheat and coal from Australia. 
Jordanian officials from the Min- 
istry of Trade were invited to Aus- 
tralia recently to explore the pos- 
sibilities of the trade exchange and 
cooperation,” Mr. Gates noted. “I 
was also pleased to see that Aus-. 



Richard Gates 


tralian archaeologists are involved 
in archaeological excavations in 
different sites in Jordan,'* he 
added. 

Australia's interest in Jordan, 
however, is not only l imit ed to 
trade and archaeology, but the 
political situation in the Middle 
East is also of great interest to the 
Australian government, which 
supports a peaceful settlement of 
the Palestinian question. 

“We support a peaceful set- 
tlement along the lines of the Uni- 
ted Nation's Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338 which 
recognise the right of the Pales- 
tinian people to self-deter- 
mination, provided the right 
of Israel to secure borders is also 
recognised and agreed upon,” Mr. 
Gates explained. “ We have noted 
with interest the steps that have 
been taken this year including His 
Majesty King Hussein’s speech to 
the U.N. General Assembly on 


Sept. 25," 'Mr. Gates said. 

Mr. Gates, 53, a veteran dip- 
lomat who has already spent 29 
years in the diplomatic service of 
bis country, has represented Aus- 
tralia in seven countries spread 
among four continents, including 
Korea, Israel, Nauru, Italy, 
Burma and Jordan. 

IBs first post was as an alternate 
Australian representative to the 
United Nations Commission for 
the Reunification and Reh- 
abilitation of Korea where he 
spent two years. 

In 1963 Mr. Gates was posted 
to Tel Aviv where he served as 
first secretary and later as charge 
d'affaires at the Australian emb- 
assy there. “It was my first time in 
the Middle East, so, 1 made sure to 
visit the different countries of the 
area,” he said. 

During his years in Tel Aviv Mr. 
Gates used to visit Jordan often. 
“I remember that my first imp- 
ression was that Jordan was well 
governed,” Mr. Gates said. “I not- 
iced that, even more, when I later 
went to Africa where the rule of 
government did not extend that 
far.” he added 

In 1965 Mr. Gates was posted 
to Kenya to open the first Aus- 
tralian diplomatic mission in Nai- 
robi. 

In 1970, Mr. Gates was app- 
ointed as the Australian com- 
missioner to the Republic of 
Nauru which until 1968 was an 
Australian colony. He has special 
memories of the two by three 
miles island. “It was like living on 
a ship for two years,” he recalled. 
“It was very interesting.'* 


Despite the smallness of the isl- 
and, it has been of extreme imp- 
ortance tp Australia since “for 
more than 60 years it has been the 
main supplier of phosphate for 
us" Mr. Gates said. 

In 1972, Mr. Gates was posted 
to Rome where he served, as a 
counsellor. “ Rome was a very int- 
eresting but difficult dry,” he said. 
He remembers that it was “a very 
important period in Italy, since, 
during those years (1974-1977) it 
looked like the Communist Party 
would get into government and all 
diplomats were following events 
with great interest.’* 

After three years in Rome, Mr. 
Gates was appointed in the Pacific 
Affairs department in Canberra 
until 1980 when he was des- 
ignated as ambassador to' Burma. 
“Burma is a very important cou- 
ntry for Australia in our part of the 
world,” 'he said. The ambassador 
explained that Australia has its 
biggest foreign aid programme in 
Burma. 

“The country has noticeably 
changed and developed in ail fie- 
lds particularly in the media and 
communication,'* he said. “But 
roads are still a problem in Jor- 
dan ” “In general, Jordao is a very 
easy country(for diplomats) to 
work compared to other countries 
in the world. People and officials 
are very cooperative,” he said. 

Mr. Gates said that he was tak- 
ing a two month leave since he has 
not been appointed to another 
area yet. “ But I have told the dep- 
artment that I would prefer to 
spend some time in Canberra,” he 
concluded. 


Teachers fight to reclaim place in British society 


By Nicholas Phythian 

Reuter 

LONDON — Britain's school tea- 
chers. angry at seeing their pro- 
fession slip down the job pecking 
order, are fighting an increasingly 
bitter classroom battle for higher 
pay. 

After 10 months of selective str- 
ikes and working by the rule book, 
they have drawn up plans to take a 
campaign of disruption in the cou- 
ntry's state schools into a second 
year. 

"We are not prepared any lon- 
ger to tolerate a situation whe- 
reby. as our workload increases 
and our job becomes more str- 
essful. our pay plunges lower and 
lower by comparison with other 
professions.” Fred Jarvis, head of 
the biggest union, the National 
Union of Teachers (NUT)‘. told u 
protest rally. 

The teachers, whose profession 
is traditionally ranked with the 
law, medicine or the church in Bri- 
tish society, say they now earn less 
than policemen and some col- 
leagues are having to supplement 
their income with welfare pay- 
ments or second jobs. 

The campaign of selective str- 
ikes, which began in February, has 
hit schools all over Britain, dis- 
rupting preparation for exams as 
well as sport and other out- 
of-school activities. 

But Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher's Conservative gov- 
ernment. pledged to curb public 


spending, says there is no more 
money and ministers have accused 
the teachers of disregarding the 
welfare of Britain’s 9.4 million 
school children in pursuit of per- 
sonal gain. 

But leaders of Britain's 463,000 
teachers say government policy 
towards education has left them 
no alternative. 

They say teachers are und- 
erpaid and undervalued and that 
their basic salary — from 5.442 
sterling ($7,700) at the bottom to 
22.900 ($32,750) for headmasters 
— is so low that high-ealibre pot- 
ential recruits go elsewhere. 

Applications to train for sec- 
ondary school teaching are a qua- 
rter down this year and teachers 
warn of a serious shortage in mat- 
hematics and physics. 

The campaign for pay began in 
England antTWales, where. local 
authorities are the employers, 
with demands for 12.4 pier cent 
increases. The main unions have 
spoken of demands for 1986 as 
high as 35 per cent. 

The NUT will ask members in 
January to reaffirm the campaign 
of strikes and disruptions and 
wants ail teachers to strike for half 
a day a month, at least until 
March. 

Scottish teachers, employed by 
an arm of central government, 
want an independent pay review 
and have also been striking. 

In a bid to break the deadlock. 
Education Secretary Sir Keith 
Joseph has offered a 1.25 billion 


sterling (SI. 79" billion) package 
over four years, but with strings 
attached. 

One condition is that teachers 
accept annual assessment. The 
other is that they undertake vol- 
untary dudes such as deputising 
for sick colleagues as part of their 
■contractual duties. 

Educational standards have 
been a major theme of debate in 
Britain in recent years. Employers 
complain that some youngsters 
are leaving school unable to read, 
write or add up properly. 

The government’s offer is in 
part a response to this, by offering 
greater financial incentives for 
good teachers and a mechanism to 
weed out poor ones. 

But the NUTrefuses to link pay 
and conditions of work. Real pay 
has dropped a third since i974 
while the demands of modern soc- 
iety have made the job harder, 
teachers say. 

Increasing violence in Britain's 
schools, particularly in inner cit- 
ies, has led to more attacks on tea- 
chers. 

British teachers, unlike col- 
leagues in some other countries, 
are responsible for discipline and 
much administration. 

Extra duties, for which they are 
not paid, include supervision of 
breaks and school meals, running 
sports and cultural clubs after sch- 
ool and meeting parents. 

Teachers have mounted sel- 
ective strikes lasting up to three 
days and a ban on voluntary duties 


in pursuit of their claim. 

The local authorities, controlled 
by the opposition Labour Party, 
have offered a five per cent rise 
and informal talks have pushed 
this up to a notional 7.5 per cent, 
but the employers say they can 
offer no more without extra gov- 
ernment cash. 

Thatcher and Joseph have ste- 
adfastly refused. They and their 
supporters have accused teachers 
of harming their pupils' chances in 
life. 

Thatcher herself recently pro- 
posed that local authorities lock 
striking teachers out of schools, 
although both the employers and 
unions have voiced doubts about 
the legality of such action and des- 
cribed the suggestion as badly 
timed. 

Talks between the two sides had 
just resumed after three months 
and a cabinet meeting called to 
look for solutions to the dispute 
decided the government should do 
nothing while negotiations were in 
progress. 

Thatcher has had a chequered 
relationship with Britain's edu- 
cational establishment. 

In the 1970s, she was dubbed 
“Thatcher the milk snatcher” 
when as education minister she 
stopped free school milk. 

In January, the academics of 
Oxford University, where she stu- 
died chemistry, refused her an 
honorary doctorate, citing her 
government’s cuts in education 
spending as the reason. 



A CHANGE OF SCENE: West German occasion of the recent celebrations marking the 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl (centre) and Defence 30th anniversary of the Bnndeswefar, the armed 
Minister Manfred Worner (right) and men of the forces of West Germany (DaD photo) 

23rd Panzer Division aboot to make a toast on the 

Afghans find refuge in Iran, 
but numbers rising fast 


By Hugh Pope 

Reuter 

SABZEVAR, Iran — Sue years 
after the Soviet intervention in 
Afghanistan, neighbouring Iran is 
host to at least 1.8 million Afghan 
refugees and officials say up to 
2,000 more arrive each day. 

From Sabzevar. a windswept 
town between the Turkmenistan 
steppe and the central Iranian 
desert, newly-registered Afghans 
are taken to one of eight reception 
and quarantine camps. 

There, wrapped in turbans, she- 
epskin capes and blankets, they 
receive food, enjoy hot water 
baths and are given a concrete 
cabin or a place to pitch their tent. 

Above all, they get a chance to 
recover from what for some has 
been a dangerous journey of up to 
four months. 

• Most stay for only one or two 
weeks. Iranian officials decide 
where they will live after being 
medically cleared. Some bring 
back malaria, tuberculosis and 
leprosy to a country where these 
diseases had been eradicated. 

The refugees face travel res- 
trictions but are issued with a card 
that allows them to work and gives 
them access to rationed food sup* 
plies and free schooling for their 
children. 

“In my experience, the Ira- 
nians’ treatment of the refugees is 
exemplary,” says Angelo Ras- 
anayagara, head of the Tehran off- 
ice of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNCHR). 

UN. assistance started coming 
only in 1984: S7.5 million that 
year and about $10.5 million in 
1985. 

At Sabzevar, this has brought a 
water tanker truck and an amb- 
ulance. The Ljfldings, mosque, 
bath houses, clinic, cabins, bakery 
and stores were all built from the 
four billion rial (544 million) bud- 
get of Iran's Council for Afghan 
Refugees (CAR). 


CAR chairman Hassan Bashir 
told the UNHCR magazine** Ref- 
ugees” recently that Iran's top 
priority was to integrate Afghans 
“with permanent solutions to their 
problems.” 

Afghans are the backbone of 
Iran's construction industry and 
factory owners say they also prefer 
them because they work harder 
than Iranians for less money. But 
with unemployment in Iran at 20 
per cent, Afghans say they are no 
longer allowed to settle in Tehran, 
nearby Qom or the eastern dty of 
Mashad. 

Bashir said he wants to channel 
new arrivals info farming and tra- 
ditional Afghan skills, like han- 
dicrafts. 

Rasanayagam said the U.N. 
hoped to help Iran with projects to 
set up whole new agricultural vil- 
lages in south-east Iran. 

Most Afghans coming to Iran 
speak Persian and are no strangers 
to ’the country. Sabzevar camp 
director Mohammad Banj Assadi 
said 40 per cent of new arrivals 
had been to Iran before and 60 per 
cent had relations already tiring 
here. 

They are also all Muslims. U.N. 
officials estimate that even before 
the Soviet intervention in Dec- 
ember 1979, some 600,000 Afg- 
hans were working in Iran to send 
back money to their families — a 
practice which Afghans say they 
keep up through Afghan guerrilla 
groups, several of which have off- 
ices in Iran. 

The Soviet newspaper- Pravda 
said in March that Iran maintains 
military training camps for the 
guerrillas in eastern Iran, but Ira- 
nian officials play down any mil- 
itary involvement. 

“We give humanitarian ass- 
istance.” Ali Khalkhaii, CAR's 
deputy chief in the northeast Kho- 
rassan province, told Reuters. He 
said two or three wounded gue- 
rrillas were treated at the gov- 
ernment’s expense every week. 

Afghan ii« Iran do Dot, how- 


ever, have a trouble-free image. 
Following a crime wave in the cen- 
tral Iranian city of Yazd, they are 
under an eight p m. to five ami. 
curfew. They are also often arr- 
ested for involvement in Iran's 
narcotics trade, and some Iranians 
speak with growing dis- 
paragement of the Afghans. 

“There’s just too many of 
them.” said a taxi driver in Mas- 
had, where the U.N. estimates 
that registered Afghan refugees 
alone make up a quarter of the 
population of 1.2 million. 

' Afghans say it takes more than 
two weeks to get permission to 
travel from one town to another 
and that their movements are che- 
cked. But many say they regularly 
return to Afghanistan. 

Many of the refugees say they 
are fighters just back in Iran for a 
break of to take their families to a 
safe place before returning to their 
fighting groups. - 

“I took my wife out of Herat 
when our house was destroyed by 
rockets fired by a helicopter. I will 
take her to my parents in Mashad. 
.Then I will go back to my group,” 
said a new arrival in Sabzevar. 
Khalil Ahmad, 25. 

The Afghans cling fiercely to 
their traditions.'*' Sabzevar camp 
director Bant Assadi- said that 
barbed wire separating the ba- 
chelors' tents from those of the 
family areas was primarily there at 
the refugees’ request. 

In another enclosure, tribal 
Afghans used their own tents. 
Women could be seen using old 
sheep-shaped water skins in pre- 
ference to new plastic containers 
supplied by Iran. 

Sultan Ali. 35, repeated other 
refugees' satisfaction with their 
treatment at Sabzevar, 560 km 
east of Tehran, and in Iran in gen- 
eral. 

"I'm one hundred per cent 
happy. Our Iranian brothers are 
serving us night and day. They 
consider it their Islamic duty,” he 
said. 


Egypt grapples with 
politics of bread 


By Hamza Benda wi 

Reuter 

CAIRO — Bread is a hot political 
commodity in Egypt, where peo- 
ple judge their leaders by its qua- 
lity and where price rises can spark 
riots. 

This poses problems for a gov- 
ernment trying to raise prices and 
stop waste, and under foreign pre- 
ssure to end subsidies inherited 
from the socialist era of the 1 960s. 

Bread has always been more 
than just a staple to Egyptians. 
Back in Pharaonic times, they ins- 
isted on having loaves buried with 
them. They call bread “eish” ‘ 
(life). 

Egypt, the world’s biggest flour 
importer and a lucrative wheat 
market, spends more than Si bil- 
lion a year to make cheap bread 
available for the poor and hungry. 

Four of every five loaves are 
baked from imported wheat, mos- 
tly American, and producing a 
loaf costs four times the street 
price of three U.S. cents or less. 

The government is under for- 
eign pressure, especially from the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the United States, its 
main aid donor, to end subsidies. 

At the same time, the United 
States, Australia and the Eur- 
opean Community (EC) are com- - 
peeing for flour and wheat sales to 
Egypt, which imports a total of 6.6 
million tonnes a year and has a 
fast-growing population of 49 mil- 
lion. 

A flat, round loaf of unleavened 
bread costs one or two piasters 
(1.5 or three U.S. cents), and 
Cairo's 12 million people waste 40 
per cent of what they buy. Wes- 
tern economists here say. It is so 
cheap that fanners feed it to their 
cattle and poultry. 

Nearly half the S2.4 billion to be 


spent on subsidised basic com- 
modities this fiscal year from Oct- 
ober will go on bread. 

Any attempt to cut subsidies 
and raise prices is resisted. The 
government had to back down on 
a plan to put up prices that spa-- 
rked riots in 1977. 

Since then, the government has 
only tinkered with the problem by 
trying to wean Egyptians on to a 
“new, improved” loaf at double 
the price. 

Foreign diplomats and bankers 
believe the price, still among the 
world's lowest, has to go up. Ris- 
ing flour and wheat imports — 
forecast by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture at eight million 
tonnes by 1990 — will pose fin- 
ancial strains. 

At the same time, hard currency 
earnings from remittances by exp- 
atriate workers, ofl, tourism and 
Suez Canal tolls are either falling 
or stagnant. 

Western experts said Egypt 
cannot count on repeating recent 
bargain wheal and flour deals. 

In interviews with Reuters, they 
said the United States sold Egypt 
675,000 tonnes of flour and wheat 
at below-raarket prices in Sep- 
tember to help recapture markets 
lost to the European Community. 

Australia has pledged two mil- 
lion tonnes of wheat for 1986 at 
lower prices than originally quo- . 
ted, they said. 

The experts say the United Sta- 
tes is offering another 500,000 
tonnes of wheat and 425,000 ton- 
nes of flour to Egypt for 1986 del- 
ivery at tender dates stfll to be 
fixed. 

Agriculture Minister Yousef 
Wali says Egypt, whose own 
wheat output is some 2 .5 million 
tonnes a year, wfll continue to rely 
heavily on imports until the year 
2000 . 


Teaching Africans what they a, ready know 


The assumption that Africans need to be taught by foreign expert.vhow 
to conserve tfieir environment is incorrect, says a leading Zambian 
anthropologist. In fact a tradition of living in harmony with nature is 
deeply ingrained in .4 fricun culture. Donatus de Sflva is an assistant 
director at Earthscun. and is in charge of Earthscan's Focal Country 


Programme. 

LUSAKA. Zambia — Do Afr- 
icans need outside “experts” to 
teach them conservation? A lea- 
ding Zambian anthropologist says 
□o, and argues that environmental 
programmes would be more suc- 
cessful if they drew upon the dee- 
ply ingrained African tradition of 
living in harmony with nature. 

Wildlife experts from int- 
ernational organisations working 
in Africa often talk about env- 
ironmental concerns as though 
they are new issues to the people 
of the continent. This common 
misconception, according to Dr. 
Francis Musonda, Head of the 
Department of Humanities and 
Social Sciences at the Livingstone 
museum, is contradicted by the 
historical facts. 

Wildlife conservation in Zam- 
bia dates back to several hundred 
years before the arrival of Eur- 
opeans on the continent. Mus-. 
onda's research has revealed that' 
most African societies dis- 
couraged the wanton killing of 
animals and destruction of plants. 

For instance, among the Gwe- 
mbe Tonga tribe in Zambia’s 
Mpika District, care is taken not to 
harm the young animals during 
hunting expeditions. Hunters dig 
large pitfalls and set up traps des- 
igned to catch big animals, all- 
owing young and small-sized ones 
to escape. Whenever a young 
animal falls into the pit or gets 
entangled in the net, hunters rel- 
ease it. 

Another conservation measure 
widespread in traditional societies 
discourages the consumption of 
small fish. The size of fishing nets 
an d baskets is regulated to allow 
small fish to pass through. Bre- 


eding areas are avoided during 
fishing expeditions. 

But perhaps the most effective 
conservation practice among Afr- 
ican societies. Musonda has dis- 
covered. is the observation of wil- 
dlife taboos. Bans on the hunting 
and eating of certain animals are 
effective in a number of societies. 

In Zambia's Bisa Valley a local 
tradition prohibits people from 
eating hippo meat. The Laraba- 
speaking people in the Copperbelt 
Province maintain a number of 
taboos relating to the hunting of 
elephants. Elephant hunting, for 
example, would be halted if the 
party* encountered two elephants 
fighting each other. This was reg- 
arded as a sign that a woman back 
in the village had struck a child in 
anger. A whole herd lying down 
indicated a death back in the vil- 
lage, and this also meant that hun- 
ting had to stop. 

Under the traditional “chi- 
■teroene” system of shifting cul- 
tivation, the soil too was subject to 
conservation measures. Musonda 
believes that colonialists and Afr- 
ican experts trained in Western 
universities are too quick to decry 
chiteraene, which is practised thr- 
oughout central and northern 
Zambia. 

But the African peasant is kee- 
nly aware of the dangers of ove- 
rcultivating tropical soil, which 
loses its nutrients quicker than 
soils in the temperate zone. Thus,' 
traditional farmers developed shi- 
fting cultivation, by means of 
which the vegetation in an area is 
burned to fertilize the soil, which 
is then planted, harvested, and left 
to lie fallow for a number of years 
until it has regenerated itself. 


“Although this method of agr- 
iculture cannot be continued now 
because of growing population 
pressures, colonial administrators 
never appreciated the concern for 
soil conservation among African 
peasants,” Musonda has found. 

“Furthermore,” he points out, 
“many African societies have a 
deep awareness of the importance 
of wild plants and species, par- 
ticularly for medicinal purposes.” 
Northern and African medical 
experts are only just beginning to 
discover the vast amount of kno- 
wledge among “medicine men.'* 

The' accumulated agricultural 
wisdom of many societies shows 
itself in the choice of crops. People 
living in the Gwembe Valley enc- 
ourage the growth of local 
drought- resistant species such as 
bull-rush millet. Under harsh 
conditions the millet has greater 


chance of survival than maize, 
which is widely propagated by agr- 
icultural experts and preferred by 
consumers in the cities. 

Traditional knowledge about* 
the uses of wild plants and animals 
was, untfl recently, transmitted 
orally from generation to gen- 
eration. Musonda warns that unl- 
ess African governments make a 
determined effort soon to doc- 
ument such information, much of 
it will disappear by the end of this 
century. Partly responsible will be 
the engrained colonial attitude 
that the average African is ign- 
orant of the necessity for, and 
methods of, environmental pro- 
tection. 

This attitude was cnvidenced by 
the way in which colonial adm- 
inistrators, to conserve wildlife, 
set up national parks and game 


reserves. Continued by African 
governments and supervised by 
western-trained game wardens, 
the rcscr’cs were designed to pro- 
toe* the animals from Africans. 

Today, they are run mainly for the 
benefit of tourists — who hunt 
animals purely for recreation — 
and local tour companies. 

Pointing out that such attitudes 
are totally alien to African culture. 
Musonda has called for drastic 
changes in wildlife conservation 
activities. Education programmes 
should be redesigned to inc- 
orporate traditional wildlife con- 
cepts. Local people living around 
national parks and game reserves 
need to be involved in the man- 
agement of these areas, an action 
which may result in a significant 
reduction in poaching — Ear- 
thscan feature. 



‘I don’t understand bow you survived before we arrived* 




New 

Soviet 

mission 

revives 

idea of 

man on 

Mars 

By Tony Barber 

Reuter 

MOSCO W — The Soviet Union is 
preparing for its first unmanned 
. mission to Mars since the early 
1970s, raising the possibility that 
the dream of landing men on the 
red plant may iome one step clo- 
ser. 

Working with scientists from u 
group of Western and Eastern 
European countries, the Soviets 
are planning to launch two laser- 
equipped spacecraft towards Mars 
and one of its moons. Photos, in 
the middle of 1 988. 

Nedelya. weekly supplement to 
the government newspaper Izv- 
estia. said the crafts would first 
amass data on conditions on Mars 
and then switch into a “hedge- 
hopping” flight over Photos, fly- 
ing no more than 30 to 70 metres 
above the moon's surface. 

It said scientists were studying 
the possibility of landing probes 
on Phobos which could transmit 
information directly from the 
moon’s surface. A Soviet craft 
made the first soft-landing on 
■Mans in 1971 but no probes have 
landed on its two moons. 

During the mission, the first 
Soviet flight to Mars since 1973. 
the craft will also fire laser and ion 
beams at Photos to vaporize sub- 
stances on its surface for analysis. 

Although the mission is billed as 
part of a long-standing pro- 
gramme of unmanned exp- 
loration. the revived Soviet int- 
erest in Mars has caused some 
space experts in the West to won- 
der whether the Photos flight is a 
first move in a long-term plan for a 
manned mission to the planet. 

Mars is the only body in space 
marked for possible exploration in 
the near future: Venus is too hot 
and Earth's satellite, the Moon, 
has no air or water. 

Interest in a manned flight to 
Mars has been raised by increasing 
evidence that it has large amounts 
of water below its surface. 

This evidence, chiefly - from 
some 20.000 pictures taken by 
rwo U.S. Viking spacecraft orb- 
itmg Mars, has led some U.S. .sci- 
entists to suggest that, if the watei 
proves accessible, a manned. flight 
to Mars could lie feasible before 
the end of the century. 

A Soviet space official, Oleg 
Gazenko. told reporters in Oct- 
ober the Soviet Union had no 
immediate plans for a manned 
flir!:t to Mars. “This is a very cos- 
tly enterprise." he added. 

But the idea still surfaces per- 
iodically in the official Soviet 
Press, and one former cosmonaut. 
Konstantin Feokristov. said in 
.November last year that, if nec- 
essary. the Soviet Union could 
send a manned mission to the pla- 
net within 10 years. 

The official Soviet line is that a 
decision to send men to Mars 
would to taken only if there was a 
certainty of making major sci- 
entific breakthroughs on the trip, 
such as ihe discovery of organic 
life. 

The trail-blazing for that kind of 
discovery. Western experts said, 
would to made by the type of 
unmanned craft which the Soviet 
L<nion is sending up in 1988. 

One Western embassy specialist 
in Moscow noted that, unlike the 
United States, which has sent men 
to the moon, the Soviet Union has 
had no experience of sending spa- 
cemen out of the earth’s orbit. 

“The question is. do the Soviets 
have the ability to mount u man- 
ned mission to Mars?” he asked. 
“It is a long, long journey, an inc- 
redible undertaking. It could take 
years of an astronaut's life, there 
and back.” 

Three Soviet cosmonauts. Leo- 
nid Kizim. Vladimit Solovyov and 
Oleg Atkov. set an endurance 
record by spending 238 days on 
the orbiting Salyut-7 space station 
last year. 

Experts said their mission could 
have served a dual purpose — to 
bring the Soviet Union closer to its 
declared goal of creating a per- 
manently manned space station, 
and to test the capacity of cos- 
monauts for even longer int- 
erplanetary flights. 

*T don’t think that the two are 
mutually exclusive.” one Western 
expert said. « 

uiic apart from the enormous 
cosi. considerable problems stand 
in the way of a mission to Mars. 

Spacemen would have to take 
unprecedented amounts of food 
and supplies with them and would 
probably have to find some way to 
create fuel from the Martian atm- 
osphere for their vehicles. 

. An embassy specialist said phy- 
sical problems, including muscle 
atrophy, weakening of the heart 
and te* of bone calcium, would 
present a.touph challenge. 
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6 Sports . 


Nicholas stars, hitting hat-trick 
in Arsenal win against Grimsby 


JORDAN 


LONDON (R) —Former European champions Liv- 
erpool put their Indifferent league form behind them 
Saturday, opening their English Football Ass- 
ociation (F. A.) Cup campaign with a 5-0 m a u ling of 
Norwich City. 


Norwich, leaders of the second 
division, were expected to give 
Liverpool a good run for their 
money in the third round tie at 
Airfield. But Liverpool, without a 
win in their fast five games, were 
never stretched after Kevin Mac- 
donald had shot them ahead in the 
24th minute. 

Arsenal’s Scottish international 
Charlie Nicholas was the ind- 
ividual star on a day when nine 
ties, including cup holders Man- 
chester United's home dash with 1 
Rochdale was postponed because 
of frost. 

He hit a hat-trick in the thrilling 
4-3 away win over second division 
Grimsby. 

Newcastle and Leicester, two 
first division sides with a long his- 
tory of success in the F.A. Cup, fell 
at the first hurdle — beaten by 
opposition from lower divisions. 

Former England captain Gerry 
Frauds played a key role in third 
division Bristol Rovers' emphatic 


3-1 win over Leicester, who have 
won the cop four times, and sec- 
ond division Brighton, losing fin- 
alists in 1983, won 2-0 at New- 
castle. 

Brighton never looked back 
after Eric Young had given them 
the lead after only 50 seconds. 

Aston Villa, record seven times 
winners of the competition, were 
saved from a similar fate at Por- 
tsmouth by an 89fh minute goal by 
Paul Birch which tied the score at 
2 - 2 . 

First division Ipswich's bid to 
set an all-time record for suc- 
cessive triumphs at this stage of 
the cup was checked by second 
division Bradford. 

Ipswich, who last lost in the 
third round in the 1 969-70 season, 
scrambled a 4-4 draw at home 
after trailing three times.. 

While the lower divisions gen- 
erally fared well in the round 
which traditionally throws up 


major surprises, there was no joy 
for the two part-time dubs in act- 
ion Saturday. 

Frkkley Athletic were beaten 
3-1 by Rotherham and Wycombe 
Wanderers’ Cup run ended with a 
2-0 defeat at York. 

Arsenal, who were victims of a 
cup upset at York last season, loo- 
ked set for another embarrassing 
day when Gary Lund gave Gri- 
msby an early lead. 

But the day belonged to Nic- 
holas after Graham Rix had equ- 
alised. He hit his first hat-trick in, 
Pngtish soccer inside 28 min utes. 

Norwich's run of seven suc- 
cessive victories gave promise of a 
closely contested match at Anf- 
ield. 

But Liverpool adapted much 
better on a pitch which was barely 
playable following a snowstorm. 
Once Macdonald had broken the 
deadlock, the goals flowed from 
Paul Walsh, Steve McMahon, 
Ronnie Whelan and John Wark. . 

Watford, who lost 2-0 to Eve- 
rton in the 1984 cup final, hit fel- 
low first division side Coventry 
with a three-goal burst in 10 min- 
utes in the second half of their tie 
at Coventry. 


Colin : West, with two goals, and 
Kenny Jackett turned the match 
upside down between the 61st and 
71st minutes after Brian Kfldine 
had given Coventry the lead. Wat- 
ford won 3-1. 

.In Scotland, Dundee United 
’stepped up then challenge for the 
'Premier League tide with a 4-2 
win over Celtic, another of the 
front runners. 

A sizzling first hatf performance 
brought United four goals inside 
the opening half hour. Their mar- 
ksmen wens Davie Dodds (2), 
Eamonn Bannon, with a penalty, 
and Kevin Gallagher. 

United are four points behind 
pace-setting Hearts, but have 
three games in hand 

Hearts trailed at Motherwell to 
a first half gpal by John Reilly but 
they bounced back after the break 
to beat the bottom dub 3-1 with 
goals by lan Jaxdine, Nefl Berry 
and John Robertson. 

Aberdeen showed a rare gli- 
mpse of the form which earned 
them the championship last sea- 
son as they beat St. Mirren 3-1 and 
Ally McCoist hit a hat-trick in 
Rangers' 5-0 trouncing of Dun- 
dee. 


Chicago Bears prepare to rush Giants 9 Simms 


NEW YORK (AP) - The Chi- 
cago Bears, who have humbled 
several quarterbacks this season, 
have set their sights on a fresh tar- 
get. 

Sunday's intended victim is pro 
bowl quarterback Phil Simms of 
the New York Giants, who face 
the Bears in a National Football 
Conference (NFC) playoff game. 

“S imms sits in the pocket," said 
Bears linebacker Otis Wilson, 
whose hit knocked out Danny 
White during Chicago's 44-0 
regular-season rout of Dallas. 
“He’ll wait there.” 

“I don't think he’s going to cha- 
nge .""defensive lineman WDKam 
“The Refrigerator” Perry said of 
the Giants quarterback. “He 
might have watched the Miami 
film and try to roll out. but I don't 


know.” 

The Bears- Giants NFC sem- 
ifinal game in Chicago will be fol- 
lowed by an American Football 
Conference (AFC) semifinal pai- 
ring the New England Patriots at 
the Los Angeles Raiders. 

The Bears haven't had an imp- 
ortant game in weeks after rolling 
to the NFC central division title 
with a 15-1 record, the only loss 
coming at Miami. They spent most 
of the week in warm-weather 
Georgia, getting themselves into 
an angry mood. 

“ We got embarrassed last year 
in the NFC championship game,” 
defensive tackle Steve McMichael 
said of the Bears' weap playoff 
loss to San Francisco. “That’s all 
you can say about it, and it grates 
on your min d.” 


McMichael said the Bears. are 
relaxed except in practice, where 
the workouts have been intense. 

McMichael revealed an intense 
dislike for Giants offensive coo- 
rdinator Ron Erhardt, who was 
head coach at New England dur- 
ing Me Michael's brief stay there in 
1980. 

“He told me I wasn't good eno- 
ugh to play pro. football,” McM- 
ichael said on Erhardt. 

Since Erhardt will be in the 
press bow, will Michael be going 
after Simms instead? 

“Yes. indeed,” Tie said. 

The Giants, meanwhile, believe 
their down-to-the wire battle for a 
playoff spot will serve them well 
against the Bears. 

**We know what war is,” New 
York defensive and Leonard Mar- 


Becker, Wilander to meet in final 
of Young Masters tennis tourney 


WEST BERLIN <R) - Def- 
ending champion Boris Becker of 
West Germany and top-seeded 
Mats Wilander of Sweden did 
what was folly expected Saturday, 
reaching the final of the SI 50,000 
Young Masters tennis tou- 
rnament. 

Becker, the second seed, had lit- 
tle trouble beating Spain's Emilio 
Sanchez 6-4. 6-4 but Wilander, on 
brilliant form all week, was sur- 
prisingly made to struggle by 
Jakob Hlasek of Switzerland bef- 
ore winning bis semifinal 6-3. 7-6. 

Sunday’s best-of -five-set final 
gives Wilander a chance to aveage 


a defeat by Becker last month in 
the Davis Cup final in Munich, his 
second successive loss -to- the 
Wimbledon champion. 

“It won't be difficult to get mot- 
ivated playing Boris,” - Wilander 
said. He serves well so it's difficult 
to break him. 

“ He goes for a lot of shots. It’s 
always tough against him,” he 
added. 

Wilander had dropped just six 
games in three matches in this tou- 
rnament for players under 22 and 
looked to be coasting again when 
be broke in the fourth game, took 
the first set 6-3 and opened a 5-2 




lead in the second. 

But Hlasek, whose aggressive 
style had been exposed by Wil- 
ander’s astute passing shots and 
lobs, suddenly came to life. He 
saved match point at 5-2, another 
at 5-3 and two more at 5-4. 

In the tiebreak it was Wil- 
aa tier's turn to fight back. He tra- 
iled five points to one, saved three 
set points from 6-3 down and then 
a fourth before clinching it 9-7. 

“This sort of thing happens 
sometimes” Wilander said. “You 
miss a few easy points and the 
other guy starts to relax and play 
better, i don’t think I managed to 
get my concentration back.” 
Sanchez, 20. played a lively, 
attacking game against the 
year-old Becker, but Becker ser- 
ved so well tie was never in any 
real danger. 


shall said. “ We’ve been fighting 
for our lives for the last five 
weeks.” - ■ . 

“It’s to our advantage.” - def- 
ensive lineman Casey Merrill said. 
“We're programmed for a fight.” 

Another possible target for the 
Bears could be running back Joe 
Morris, who set a team rushing 
record this season. Morris, how- 
ever, suffered bruised ribs in last 
Sunday's playoff victory over the 
49ers. 

New England made the playoffs 
with an 11-5 record after starting 
the season 2-3, including a 35-20 
loss to foe Raiders. 

Steve Grogan replaced Tony 
Eason at quarterback and sparked 
the 6-0 midseason rally by the Pat- 
riots. Eason got the job back when 
Grogan suffered a broken leg and 
has played well. Grogan may be 
reactivated for the game. 


Kingston beats 
Marathon Oil 

LONDON (R) — American bas- 
ketball champions Marathon . 03 
from Chicago lost 117-98 to Eng- 
lish champions Kingston in the 
semifinals of foe World Invitation 
Oub tournament Friday night. 

Kingston’s England int- 
ernational Martin Clark, formerly 
at Boston College in Mas- 
sachusetts. scored 47 points as 
Marathon, seeded thud, were 
swept aside after trailing 66-45 at 
break. 

Kingston's American centre 
Dan Davis, from Carolina, not- 
ched 23 points and teammate 
Stev-* Eontrager scored 24. Both 
piaved for the Evangelist team 
athletes in action in foe states bef- 
ore joining Kingston in 1984. | 

Kevin Sprewer, from Loyola 
University, was Marathon’s lea - 1 
ding player with 22 points. 


FRENCH 

CULTURAL 

CENTRE 

TEL . 6 37009 , 6 3644 $ 

Registration is now open at the 
French Cultural Centre for the 
following courses: 

— French Language Courses (all levels) for 
adults and children. 

— Preparation courses for the exams at 
Sorbonne University (Paris). 

— Arabic Language Courses for Foreigners. 

— Handicraft Courses (flower making, silk 
painting, ceramics). 

— Computer courses. 

— Exercise classes for ladies. 

— Theatre workshop. 

— Music courses (piano, flute...). 

The registration will continue till Sunday 5th 
January and the courses start on Monday 6tt 
January 1986. For more information 
please contact the library of S® 
the Centre, Telephone 636445. 


TO LET 

Two deluxe-furnished flats, 4th Circle, Jabal Amman 

1- One bedroom, sitting room, salon, dining room. 

2- Two bedrooms, sitting-dining room. 

Both with colour T.V., phone and other facilities. 

For more information call 642855 



The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahltyyah Girls School 

Take mrnmy b available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

DLl 638968 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk * 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY 1 

Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 



Los Angeles Lakers use reserves to win 


NEW YORK (AP) - Kareem 
Abdul Jabbar was down and Ear- 
vin “Magic” Johnson was out, yet 
the Los Angeles Lakers still had 
enough in reserve to beat foe Utah 
Jazz. 

"They showed why they are the 
world's champ jons,” Utah coach 
Frank Layden said after Friday 
night’s 110-101 National Bas- 
ketball Association (NBA) loss to 
the Lakers. “They ran into adv- 


five fouls and their back-up centre 
was ejected. They are a cha- 
mpionship team and they did what 
they had to do.” 

While Jabbar wound up with 25 
points and James Worthy 24, a big 
key to die Lakers' victory was foe 
play of reserve Michael Cooper, 
who picked up the team afteT Joh- 
nson was ejected for two technical 
fouls and Jabbar was saddled with 
foul trouble. 

‘ In other NBA action, it was 
Cleveland 130, Los Angeles Cli- 


ppers 111; Milwaukee 107, Was- 
hington 100; Atlanta 111, Detroit 
101; Boston 129,' New Jersey 317; 
Seattle 1 17, Denver 107 and Por- 
tland 133, Phoenix 104. 


Cavaliers 130, Clippers 111 

World B. Free scored 22 points 
and Mel Turpin added 20 as seven 
Cleveland players scored in dou- 
ble figures m an easy victory over 
the Los Angeles dippers. 


Bucks 107, Bullets 100 

Terry Cummings scored a 
season-high 31 points as Mil- 
waukee defeated Washington. 
The victory was the fifth straight 
for the Buds, who at 10-9 are one 
of five NBA teams with a winning 
road record. 

Cliff Robinson scored 26 points 
to lead the Btifllts. wfrtfliave lost 


four of their last five home games. 

Hawks 111, Pistons 101 

Dominique Wilkins scored a 
game-high 32 points to lead Atl-. 
anta over Detroit. It was Detroit's 
sixth strai g ht loss and 10th in the 
Pistons' last 11 games. Doc Rivers 
had 17points and 13 assists for the 
Hawks. 

Kelly Tripucka led foe Pistons 
with 26 points, including 16 in the 
first quarter. Bfll Laimbeer had 22 
points and a game -high 17 reb- 
ounds, and laah Thomas added 
21 points. 

Celtics 129, Nets 217 

Larry Bird scored 29' points, 
Dennis Johnson 24 and Kevin 
McHale 23 as Boston rolled to its' 
fourth consecutive victory. . Vet- 
eran guard - Jerzy Skirting, given a 
rare start as aTreplacemeht for inj- 


ured Danny Ainge, scored a 
season-high 17 points In helping 
Boston improve its home record 
to 14-1. • 

Albert King and M&eGminski . 
led the Nets with 20 points, one 
more than Buck WHfiams. . ; 


Sopersonks 117, Nuggets 107 

Seattle center Jack SCkma sco- 
red a season-high 32 points and 
pulled down 14 rebounds as foe 
Snpersonics charged back from a 
first-half deficit to beat Denver. . 


Trail Blazers 133,Srms l04 ' 5, ~ 

IGIri Vanderweghe scored 30 . “Si 
points and Clyde Drexler had 18 - ; 

points, 10 rebounds and 10 assists / ^ 
to lead Portland, over. 1 Phoenix. 
Portland foot 62 per cent from. foe 
floor compared wife the ■Suns’ .'52 ' 

per cent' " ' • "T ? ■ ■. - - ' 1B & 


Finland to mark ski jumping centenary 
with new assurances of mastery, talent 


HELSINKI ( R) — Finland, where 
ski jumping this year celebrates its 
centenary, is sure to mark the occ- 
asion with another glorious epi- 
sode in its mastery of the sport. 

A new crop of brilliant you- 
ngsters has begun to emerge to 
back up the dominance of world 
champion Matti Nykanen. who is 
now keen to recover his rep- 
utation after temporarily blotting 
his copybook last month. 

Foremost among foe new wave 
is Pertti Suorsa. 18, widely- 
regarded as Finland s second- 
ranked jumper after Nykanen. 

He took full advantage of his 
opportunity when Nykanen, 22, 
was dropped from the Finnish 
squad following a poor per- 
formance and controversy sur- 
rounding his behaviour on tour in 
Canada and foe United States. 

Nykanen was sent home under a 
cloud after charges to m his coach 
that he had disturbed his team- 
mates and had troubles with his 
drinking habits. 

Suorsa. an outstanding all- 
round athlete, proved his quality 
by beating foe world's best at 
Oberstdorf in West Germany on 
the opening day of European ski 


jump week on Dec. 30 and then 
jumping well for seventh place in 
the second day. 

- Finland's ski jumping critics say 
Suorsa will take his place among 
the sport’s elite if he can find con- 
sistency. a problem which faces all 
young jumpers, and cure a habit of 
splaying his skis during flight — a 
blemish which brings low marks 
from the style judges. 

He will also need to stand com- 
parison with a revived Nykanen 
who has been reinstateif in foe 
Finnish squad after patching 
things up with the Finnish ski fed- 
eration. 

Eminence in foe sport in Fin- 
land, and elsewhere, is usually 
only reache d by jumpers who start 
the sport at an early age and foe 
number of good jumpers is low, 
inevitably, because most would- 
be practitioners are scared off by- 
foe dangers. 

Suorsa, who is studying to be an 
electrician, began jumping when 
he was eight... and he has ove-. 
rcome any fear. 

The Finnish national squad also 
contains several other promising 
youngsters including Ari-Pekka 
Nikkola, 1 6, who is feeling his way 


into top-flight international com- 
petition. 

Much is hoped from him in foe 
sport which has captured foe ent- 
husiasm of the Finns since it was 
first introduced as a competitive 
event in 1886 in Helsinki. 

Ski jumping was originally est- 
ablished even earlier in the cen- 
tury by Norway. Today, Norway, 
Finland and neighbouring Sweden 
make a powerful Nordic tri- 
umvirate. 

They have been gradually joi- 
ned on equal terms by countries in 
eastern and western Europe, 
Japan, the U.S. and Canada. 

Stars like Nykanen couple with 
the advent of television have hel- 
ped bring ski jumping to the notice 
of hundreds of millions of sports 
fans, but, strangely, the Finnish ski 
federation told Reuters there are 
no plans to formally celebrate the 
centenary. 

With foe growing appeal of the 
sport has come steady progress m 
its spectacle and appeal. The jum- 
ping — from natural hills or art- 
ificial ramps on to a profiled slop 
of hard-packed snow — has gra- 
dually increased in length add the 
first 100 metre leap was made in 


Germany 50 years ago. - 

It has been customary to speak 
of 70-metre and 90^uctre hills: 
but, on international rec- 
ommendation, . these names are 
now being changed to^Tbw b3F :■ 
and “high hilL” ~ •' 

Ski jumping also, includes ski 
flying which can only be ifonp 
from giant hills at Oberstdorf ;m 
West Germany, Kulm in Austria, 
Planica in Yugoslavia and. Vik- 
ersund in Norway. . . ■ . 

The emphasis in ski flying is on" . 
length of jump, not style. The cur- 
rent world record is held by Nyk- ' 
anen with a leap of 191 metres 
made at Planica last year, the lon- 
gest ever by a skier. 

On the ground, a top-class spr- 
inter would take almost 20 sec- 
onds to cover the distance-jum- 
pers doing ski flying are in the air 
longer. 

Critics predict new record . 

Nykanen. a master of foe sport, 
has said this season's ski flying 
championship at Kuhn, is his' 
major target and foe critics 'have 
pred icted a new record as.Nyk- 
anen is expected to face challenges - 
from all the top ski jumpers. 




NOTICE 

The revised office timings of Embassy of India, Amman 
are as.follows: 

8.00 a.m. to 2.15 p.m'. from Saturday to Thursday. 
Consular services will be rendered on all working days 
except Wednesdays from 9.00 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

The office will remain closed on Fridays. 


CAR FOR SALE _ “ 

BMW 320i, model 1983, 5-gear manual- transmission. - • 
Customs duty unpaid. - *- 

Mileage 35.000 km. White colour with full options' including' 
electronic radio, AC.; power windows, steerlna and' sun- 
roof. Tinted glass, central lock and alloy wheel? 

Price: JO 2,300 cash .r-’ 

Please call tel: 821318 Amman = ... 



Cinema 

CONCORD 

Tel: 677420 

FALLING IN 
LOVE 

(Colour) 

.PVfOrmancm - 300. 600. fcSfc 1030 



Cinema 


Tel: 625155 


(Colour) 

PHfotrnvtcmL&x. out, t#tf- 


Cinema 

fl— HCISSEiN 

Tel; 622112 

A RUMOR OF WAR 

(Colour) 

Btiormgnau: J2 VQ, 3tiO. 0-30. B: 


★ Cine- TVMirr* 

Philadelphia 

Tel: 634144 - 634149 

BODY ROCK 

(Colour) 

Pftatmahen. *90. 6.W 0:30. 10:75 



Cinema. 


Tel: 622198 

deluge 

(Colour) 

;72m.XatS«.N0 


OPERA 

MxtaM, cMott 

Tel: 6755731:^ 

DECEPTION' 
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Mexico tells Reagan Latin America needs growth to repay debts 


MEXIC All, : ’.Mfeslco (Agendes) — Mexican Pre- 
sident Madrid, ading as a spokesman ’ 

fold Resident Reagan dial 
debtor nalions need growth to repay their debts. ' 

President De La Madrid foe- grow,” he told Mr~ Reagan. “Even 
ussed on dm burden of die reg- the most severe adj us tment mea- 
ion’s $37(J_biffion debt durmg-.his. sores .. by any tariw American 
annnal .summit with Mr. Reagan country* are insufficient tp com-. 


Rriday.' ..‘.L 

“In order to- pay, we need to 


pensate for the extremely heavy 
burden pf the foreign debt.” . 


Mr. Reagan, accompanied by 
U3. secretary of state, Mr- Geo- 
rge Shultz, White House chief of 
staff Mr. Donald Regan and Tre- 
asury Secretary James Baker, 
.heard President De La Madrid 
stress that the industrialised world 
should give urgent attention to the 
‘Montevideo declaration adopted 
by the 11 -nation Cartagena 
Group of Latin debtors in Dec- 
ember. 


The document urges developed 
nations to recognise die need for 
adjustment in the world economy, 
to penult growth in debtor cou- 
ntries. 

Of die U.S. aid plan unveiled by 
Mr. Baker in | October which str- 
esses growth, but envisages con- 
tinuing austerity -measures, Pre- 
sident De La Madrid said: “We 
trust this attitude will be rei- 
nforced and become the starting 


e >int for imaginative, efficient 
rmulas” 

Diplomats said the faint praise 
underlined Latin America's gen- 
erally lukewarm opinion of the 
Baker plan. 

President De La Madrid was 
less assertive about Central Ame- 
rica and did not directly mention 
the faltering Contadora peace ini- 
tiative. of which Mexico is a fou- 
nding member. 


He had previously criticised 
what the Mexicans believe is Was- 
hington's intransigent . attitude 
towards th leftist rulers of Nic- 


“Mejrico wOl persist, without 
respite or faltering, in its efforts to 
find an overall solution (for Cen- 
tral America),’* he said. 

The meeting, the 34th between 
U.S. and Mexican presidents since 
1909, was held in what Mr. Rea- 


gah called “an open and candid 
manner.” 

It covered a range of bilateral 
issues including drug trafficking, 
mutual trade, U.S. aid and nor- 
thbound cross-border pollution, 
officials said . 

President Reagan promised 
President De La Madrid that the 
United States “remains ready and 
willing” to help Mexico handle its 
$96 billion foreign debt. 


"Mocioo's ddbt burden remains 
a serious challenge,'* Mr. Reagan- 
told hs host. ‘‘I'm impressed with 
foe commitment you've made to 
meet this challenge and to take the 
necessary steps to achieve a rob- 
ust, growing Mexican economy.’* 

U.S. officials have pointed out 
Mexico’s failure to meet agreed- 
upon guidelines for b ringing inf- 
lation and spending under control. 




Ichan gains control of TWA 

'NEW YORK (R) — U.S. financier Carl Ichan gained control of - 
Tran s World Airlines (TWA) Friday and will become its rhairman . 
without carrying out a cash merger agreement, foe airline 
announced. ' " 

The agreement had been anticip ated since Mr.'Ichan had- had. 
difficulty funding his previous plan for a merger.. 

; Under foe plan Mb'. Icahn, who hold 52 per cent of foe airline's 
stock, wfllexdbange$24 face value preferred shares for for each of 1 2 
million TWA shares or half the remaining outstanding stock. 

The ori gina l merger agreement would have provided aQ minority 
shareholders with $ 1 9 30 in cadi and $4.50 in preferred securities for 
each of the remaining 24 miQkm shares. . 

■■ In making foe announcement, TWA also said it now appeared its 
loses for 1985 may be double foe $70 million it had projected in 
September when it readied a merger agreement with Mr. Ichan. 

The cpmpazty.said that under Mr. Ichan it would consider 
rancelWirgme panned saleofits pars reservation system and attempt 
to raise $750 million in new debt financing. 

Mr. Idtan said in a statement flat he had made arrangements for 
‘ the investment house Drexel Bu rnham Lambert to obtain $400 
millio n in equipment trust certificates and $350 millio n worth of 
tmsecuretidebt. . 
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O RECAST FOR SUNDAY, JAN. 5, .1986 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: This is a splendid day 


to you andjbo. decide what is best for you to live under 
so that you can get ahead;. .... 

AfiJJS&flifar/ 2 Lto Apr. 19) Depend upon your in- 
tuitiye iacultfee <md.ynn. eim malm wal progress at this 
time.Xbine to right decisions with yourmate. 

: .TAURUS [Apr. 20 to May 20} Plan how best to please 
y copartners and thereby gain fine benefits in the days 
ahdadL Cetthefright solution to public affairs. 

GEMDJIi(May21.to June 21) Plan early how to show 
/.apjfrectatibp to-tfoose who have been kind to you, and 
alsoJxro? frelpto friends who may be in trouble. 

1 -MGOK^ILpREN {June 22 to JuL 21) Plan fun that 
^wiS re^ve ttoamraymr sTOiindm' and restore your peace 
nriod. Hrm'g <nifc jtdme -Latent you seldom use. .. . - 
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: SA^TlAiUyS (Nov. 22 toDec. 21) Sitin the privacy' 
of yom- ptndyind pfin the future far more intelligent- 
ly; TO Vrarat Be clever. 

" CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan: 20) listen to what a 


I; AQUARIUS IJen. 21 to Feb. 19) Keep in touch with 
persona whoipprra your capabilities and impress 
th^ with your other talents. 

.- PJS^ES fFeb. 20 to Marl-20) Relax and think about 
how^to-make the fhtiure brighter for yourself and form- 
ulate a, practical plan. ... 

,lF YGUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY he or she will 
be dne df those d^ghtful young persons who Hkes to 
ifexret out information and solve problems that are dif- 
ficult for other? to tackle. Teach not to be such a loner 
end to be-' ^ihore cooperative with others who can be 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 


A V/ WA V \J. r.) - The follow it}# it/hltr summarises trading activities at the Atm turn Financial Market during the week starting Saturday, 
Dec. 28. ' 85 and ending Wednesday Jan. t. 1^86 t Figures in Jordanian dinars J. 

Name of company 

Number of shares 

Volume of trade 

Opening price 

Closing [nice Par value 

Jordan Islamic Bank 

18594 

47518 

2.620 

2.540 

1.000 

Jordan Kuwait Bank 

3029 

7817 

2.570 

2.570 

1.000 

Jordan Gulf Bank 

18820 

29508 

1.540 

1.580 

1.000 

Housing Bank 

. 1650 

2594 

1.600 

1.560 

1.000 

Jordan Securities Corporation 

6662 

7196 

1.090 

1.080 

1.000 

Jordan Finance House 

46125 

42683 

0.930 

0.910 

1.000 

Islamic Investment House 

*13438 

14060 

1.040 

1.050 

1.000 

Jordan National Bank 

62903 

176065 

2.800 

2.690 

1.000 

Jordan Investment & Finance Corporation 
Finance & Credit Corporation (5 (fro) 

67132 

45650 

1.170 

1.180 

1.000 

424677 

181354 

0.930 

0.580 

1.000 

Darko investment & House (75%) 

11731 

6122 

0.790 

0.770 

1.000 

Aqarco (75%) / 

National Portfolio Securities ( 50%) 

900 

545 

0.600 

0.600 

1.000 

5068 

2788 

0.550 

0350 

1.000 

National Financial Investments 

218750 

254116 

1.170 

1.080 

l-ooo 

Arab Bank Ltd. 

1270 

203090 

160.000 

163.000 

10.000 

Jerusalem Insurance , 

1010 

1157 

1.170 

1.150 

1.000 

Jordan French Insurance 

34819 

112728 

3.140 

3.100 

1.000 

Ref co Insurance (50?^) 

9212 

3841 

0.910 

0.900 

1.000 

Jordan Electric Power 

10764 

16955 

1.570 

1.560 

1.000 

Arab International Hotels 

1425 

513 

0370 

0360 

1.000 

National Shipping Lines 

3850 

2830 

0.750 

0.720 

1.000 

Petra Project & Leasing Equipment 

47576 

13795 

0.790 

0.780 

1.000 

Jordan Dairy 

16596 

20248 

1.250 

1.120 

1.000 

Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 

3020 

9457 

3.150 

3.140 

1.000 

National Steel Industries 

2200 

2655 

1.200 

1.200 

1.000 

Intermediate Petrochemical Industries 

14900 

- 8818 

0.610 

0.620 

1.000 

Jordan Ceramic 

800 

824 

1.050 

1.030 

1.000 

Jordan Paper & Cardboard Factories 

636 

1557 

2.500 

2.450 

1.000 

Jordan Phosphates Mines 

2049 

4995 

2.440 

2.500 

1.000 

Jordan Ppes Manufacturing 

13500 

15421 

1.150 

1.140 

1.000 

Jordan Lime & Brick 

10200 

2958 

0.290 

0.290 

1.000 

National Industries 

31725 

28721 

0.920 

0.930 

1.000 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery 

14913 

104108 

6.950 

6.750 

5.000 

Arab Investment Bank 

12595 

26333 

2.060 

2.100 

1.000 

Industrial, Commercial and Agricultural (Intaj) 

2014 

3929 

1.960 

1.920 

1.000 

Jordan Wooden Industries (JWICO) 

150 

201 

1.320 

1340 

1.000 

Jordan Industries and Matches (JIV1CO) 

1100 

835 

0.760 

0.770 

1.000 

Arab Financial Corp. (Jordan) 

3500 

4585 

1330 

1.310 

1.000 

Arab Chemical Detergents 

1550 

6486 

4.250 

4.170 

1.000 

Dar A1 Dawa’ for Development 
and Investment 

1850 

2740 

1.500 

1.500 

1.000 

Petra Bank 

6637 

19879 

2.960 

3.200 

1.000 

Jordan Leasing and Equipment 

17290 

11501 

0.660 

0.670 

1.000 

Chemical Industries 

11100 

11665 

1.060 

1.060 

1.000 

AJladin Industries 

4000 

2711 

0.680 

0.710 

1.000 

. Universal Insurance ... 

1000 

■875 

0.840 

0.850 

1.000 

Arab Insurance 

_ 10913 

7959 

0.730 

0.760 

1.000 

Industrial Development Bank 

5250 

8020 

1.500 

1.650 

1.000 

Cairo Amman Bank 

36 

720 

20.000 

20.000 

1.000 

Holy Land Insurance 

300 

327 

1.200 

1.090 

1.000. 

Livestock and Poultry 

8760 

4510 

0.500 

0.600 

1.000 

Jordan Worsted Mills 

834 

3183 

3.800 

3.750 

1.000 

Jordan Tanning 

367 

635 

1.800 

1.800 

1.000 

Jordan Tobacco and Cigarettes 

200 

2540 

12.600 

12.700 

5.000 

Arab Aluminium 

44385 

33565 

0.760 

0.770 

1.000 

Jordan Insurance 

675 

7714 

11.450 

11.400 

1.000 

United Insurance 

245 

613 

2.500 

2.500 

1.000 

Petra Insurance 

2000 

700 

0350 

0.350 

1.000 

Management and Consulting 

183903 

54006 

0.600 . 

0.500 

1.000 

Universal Chemical Industries 

4200 

4589 

1.170 

1.080 

1.000 

Woolen Industries 

1400 

1156 

0.820 

0.830 

1.000 

Arab Development and Investment 

160600 

105312 

0.5S0 

0.800 

1.000 

Jordan Industrial Investments 

2550 

1928 

0.790 

0.740 

1.000 

Rafia Plastic Bags 
Grand total 

30050 

1,639,398 

30051 

1.000 

1.020 

1.000 


Dollar rises sharply 


NEW YORK (R) - Staging a 
dramatic rebound from recent 
heavy losses, foe dollar closed sha- 
rply higher Friday after a Japanese 
official talked down his own cur- 
rency. dealers said. 

Bank of Japan Governor Sat- 
oshi Sumita said he did not want 
the Japanese yen to strengthen 
further ahead of May's seven- 
nation economic summit in 
Tokyo. 

Fus comments sparked short- 
covering that stretched right acr- 
oss the world from Asia to Europe 
to the U.S. and snapped foe dollar 
back from a five-year low against 
foe yen and 32-mouth lows aga- 
inst most European currencies, 
dealers said. 

The dollar dim bed to 203.15 
Japanese yen from 198-55. 

A number of participants had 
been looking for the dollar to rec- 
over slightly from Thursday's 
tumble. 

“The dollar had such a big drop 
in such an extremely thin market 
that some correction was inev- 
itable,” an analyst said. But foe 
extent of Friday’s rebound took 
many by surprise. 

Although they termed New 
York activity as moderate, dealers 
said that relatively thin post- 
holiday trading conditions pre- 
vailed here and in Europe, esp- 
ecially with the Tokyo markets 
closed, and contributed to the dol- 
lar’s run-up. 

The dollar rose four pfennigs to 
2.4670 German marks from Thu- 
rsday’s anemic finish of 2.4240 
marks. 

Steep losses among foe major 
foreign currency futures at the 
International Monetary Market in 
Chicago, which erased the large 
gains there of the past four ses- 
sions. also fuelled foe dollar's reb- 
ound, dealers said. 

Before foe Japanese Kyodo 
News Service published Bank of 
Japan Governor Suniita's com- 
ments earlier Friday, many par- 
ticipants felt comfortable selling 
dollars below foe psychological 
levels of 200 yen and 2.44 marks, 
analysts said.’ 

“But with Sumita saying that a 
yen below 200 to foe dollar was 
undesirable, no one wanted to 
hold a short dollar positions.” a 
dealer explained. 

Analysts said the dollar's reb- 
ond would likely face a key test on 
Monday when the Tokyo foreign 
exchange markets reopen after 
being dosed for about a week. 

Dealers and other players will 
probably wait for further com- 
ments by Japan's central bank 
governor to gamer clues on whe- 
ther Sumita envisions the dollar 
-trading between 200 and 203 yen. 
or a wider range of 200 to 205 yen. 


In foe meantime, few expect foe 
dollar to fall below 200 yen. 

The British pound slipped two 
cents to S 1.4370 from 51.4590 
Thursday, but rose to 3.54 Ger- 
man marks from 3.53 marks Thu- 
rsday night. 

European stock exchanges 
post new highs 

Meanwhile, share prices bou- 
nded high er in new year trading on 
Europe's stock exchanges Friday, 
taking key market' indicators in 
London, Frankfurt, Zurich and 
Stockholm to record levels. 

In London, foe Financial Times 
index of 30 leading industrial sha- 
res closed at a record high, 11.1 
points up on Thursday at 1 149.6, 
against a previous closing peak of 
1 146.9 on Nov. 25. 

Trading was thm and selective 
at first, but gained momentum as 
speculative demand and a sho- 
rtage of stock pushed up prices, 
dealers said. Analysts see good 
first-quarter prospects as the mar- 
ket stabilises after uncertainties 
over ofl prices. 

In Frankfurt, the Com- 
merzbank index of 60 leading 
German shares passed through 
foe 2,000 level for foe first time to 
reach a record of 2,025.9 points, 
up 88.5 on Thursday s close. 

General confidence in the West 
German economy and in foe abi- 
lity of central banks to manage foe 
dollar exchange rate spurred the 
market, dealers there said. 

In Zurich, hectic trading saw 
Swiss Bank Corp's general share 
Index hit a record high on foe first 
trading day of 1 986. It finished 3.7 
per cent up at 659.8, with gains 
described by dealers as' ■‘inc- 
redible” and in some cases "unh- 
ealthy." 

In Stockholm, very active tra- 
ding saw foe Veckans Affarer all- 
•foare index hit an all-time high for 
foe second day running. It finished 
at 620.5 from 614.1 Thursday in a 
surge of pre-budget confidence in 
foe Swedish economy. 

The Paris bourse also saw end- 
1985 bullishness carried over in 
very active trading, with dealers 
seeing further scope for rises in 
share' prices. The 50-share bourse 
index rose 2.1 per cent. 

Milan closed firmer in active 
trading, and Dutch share prices 
also reflected a generally opt- 
imistic outlook for 1986, dealers 
said. 

The New York stock market 
dosed sharply higher in mod- 
erately active trading Friday and 
foe Dow Jones industrial average 
gained 1 1 .47 points to 1 .549.20 

For the week, foe Dow index 
rose 6.20, while in foe first two 
trading days of 1986 there was a 
net gain of 2.53. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


{Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: LILAC JADED PIRATE INVERT 
Answer He felt the only way to multiply happiness 
was this— TO DIVIDE IT 
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SDI may give mighty boost 
for Moscow, experts say 


S. African death toll reaches 27 


WASHINGTON (R) — President Reagan’s “Star 
Wars” space defence project could backfire against 
the United States by providing a massive tonic for 
the Soviet Union’s lacklustre economy, a U.S. res* 
earch organisation reported Saturday. 

The private New York-based Alice Marlin in a commentary on a 
Council on Economic Priorities special study of Soviet anti-missile 
(CEP) said the multi-- technology, 
billion -dollar U.S. Strategic Def- The study, by Harvard Uni- 
ence Initiative (SDI), as “Star versity Soviet Economics Spe- 
Wars""is officially known, could rialist Eric Stubbs, said the Soviet 
propel the Soviet economy into Union was at present 10 years 
the 21st Century as Moscow sou- behind the United States in com- 
ght to keep up with Washington in pater, sensing and tracking tec- 
a space defence race. hnologies needed for viable def- 

“Although it is difficult to det- ences against nuclear missiles, 
ermine the precise impact of such But the report said that Mos- 
a system on the Soviet economy, it cow’s pursuit of strategic defence 
may have a disconcertingly pos-. "could well provide a powerful 
itive effect,” wrote CEP Director incentive to reform the Soviet tec- 


hnical infrastructure.” 

“The result could be a more 
modem, vigorous and technically 
capable USSR in the 21st Cen- 
tury,” it added. 

Stubbs wrote: “It is worth con- 
sidering that U.S. efforts to force 
the Soviet Union into an acc- 
elerated Star Wars race that the 
USSR is presently less equipped 
to fight may, in the long run, bac- 
kfire. 

“Pressuring the Soviet Union 
toward this policy change may not 
be in the best long-term interests 
of the United States.” 

On a separate issue the Was- 
hington Post said Saturday foe 
United States and the Soviet 
Union may meet as early as next 
month to plan talks aimed at cur- 
bing foe spread of chemical wea- 


pons. 

Quoting unidentified adm- 
inistration officials, foe paper said 
a U.S. task force plans to ask Mos- 
cow to set a date for talks on red- 
ucing the production of chemical 
weapons. 

Both countries agreed to “ini- 
tiate a dialogue on preventing the 
proliferation of chemical wea- 
pons” after foe Geneva summit 
between President Reagan and 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
on Nov. 21. 

Kenneth Adeiman, who heads 
foe U.S. task force on chemical 
weapons, told the Post that more 
than 15 nations are believed to 
have chemical weapons and urg- 
ent action is needed to stop bre- 
aches of the ban on foe use of poi- 
son gas. 


TASS assails Reagan’s 
remarks on C. America 


Colombia urges clearing 
of area around volcano 


MOSCOW (R) - The Soviet 
News Agency TASS has attacked 
President Ronald Reagan for all- 
eging that Moscow was involved in 
“malevolent activities” in Central 
America and said foe reverse was 
true. 

The state agency said Mr. Rea- 
gan's remarks, made to foe news 
agency Noticias De Mexico, and 
those by other State Department 
officials, were "a specimen of pol- 
itical hypocrisy and slander.” 

“The situation in Central Ame- 
rica, jusr as in other "hotspots” on 
the planet, is rooted in U.S. policy 
which is aimed at implanting and 
preserving the order it tikes and ... 
interfering in affairs of sovereign 
states,” TASS said. 

In foe interview, given some 
time ago but released only Thu- 
rsday Mr. Reagan accused the 


Soviet Union of “subversion and 
support for terrorism” in foe reg- 
ion. 

The release of foe interview 
came a day after an unp- 
recedented exchange of televised 
New Year’s messages by Mr. Rea- 
gan and Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev to each other’s peo- 
ples. 

Mr. Reagan, who met President 
Miguel de La Madrid Friday after 
arriving for a visit to Mexico, told 
the Mexican agency that the gov- 
ernments of Soviet allies such as 
Cuba and Nicaragua were bec- 
oming increasingly linked with 
narcotics trafficking. 

In a separate dispatch, TASS 
said the root of American drugs 
problems lay in rackets set up by 
big business and with foe con- 
nivance of U.S. police. 


BOGOTA (R) — Colombian 
authorities Saturday urged the 
immediate evacuation of low- 
lying areas around foe Nevado 
Del Ruiz Volcano, fearing flo- 
oding and mudslides due to ren- 
ewed volcanic activity. 

Presidential Secretary-General 
Victor Ricardo said in a statement 
that people living along five rivers 
on both sides of the volcano, 
which erupted on Nov. 13 killing 
23,000 people, should abandon 


their houses and flee to highen since 


Honda, Guayabal. Ambalerna 
and Chin china and foe valleys of 
the rivers Azufrado, Lagunilla, 
Guali, Recio and Chinchina. 

Scientists monitoring the vol- 
cano reported increased seismic 
activity, with ash spewing from it. 

They feared there could be ava- 
lanches, -triggered by a thaw of 
the snow cap covering the 
5,400-metre volcano. 

The volcano has been rumbling 


ground. 

Mr. Ricardo emphasised that 
foe measure was precautionary 
and pleaded for an orderly eva- 
cuation of the towns of Mariquita, 


November disaster, 


which buried foe town of Arraero 
under an avalanche of mud and 
rocks but it is the first time the 
government has urged an eva- 
cuation. 


Malaysian opposition 
accused of inciting unrest 


Several Indian opposition 
groups form alliance 


JOHANNESBURG (R) —Police 
said Saturday they shot dead a 
man in the troubled Moutse area, 
where villagers are battling aga- 
inst incorporation into a tribal 
homeland set up for blacks under 
apartheid. 

Police said the black man died 
Friday night when they fired bir- 
dsbot ana teargas to break up an 
illegal gathering, arresting 16 
people, after a petrol bomb was 
thrown at one at their vehicles. 

The death brought the official 
toll in foe New Year to 27, but 
Moutse residents have reported at 
least 1 1 other unconfirmed deaths 
in the violence in their remote 
rural area of scattered villages, 
north east of Pretoria. 

In Port Elizabeth, police ban- 
ned a memorial service set for 
Saturday for leading anti- 
apartheid activist Molly Bla- 
ckburn. 

Thousands of black people had 
been expected to pay tribute to 
Blackburn, one of foe white act- 
ivists most respected by blacks. 
Police said foe service might have 
been a danger to public safety. 

The campaigner's dose fnenc 
Di Bishop, who was badly injured 
and lost her husband in foe car 
crash which killed Blackburn, told 
reporters Friday night that the ban 
on the memorial service was gross 
interference by the state. 

Bishop described Blackburn’s 
funeral on Thursday, attended by 
some 15,000 black people, many 
of them radical youths, as “a very 
significant non-radal event which 
proved black and white South Afr- 
icans can live and work and mourn 
together” 

“The only reason I can think of 
for the ban is that they find this 
kind of occasion a threat to the - 
survival of apartheid,” she said. 

Police reported five more dea- 
ths Friday, including one in fig- 
hting around Moutse in foe Tra- 
jnsvaal, wherrre residents say they 
are battling vigilantes from Kwa- 
ndebele tribal homeland. 

On Friday night the South Afr- 
ican authorities issued statements 
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KUALA LUMPUR (R) - Mal- 
aysian Deputy Prime Minister 
Datuk Musa Htitam Saturday acc- 
used an opposition party of inc- 
iting its followers to wage “holy 
war” against the government. 

His attack on the Parti Se-klam 
Malaysia (PAS) came after state- 
run television for the first time 
showed scenes of a clash betweea 
police and Muslim fun- 
damentalists last November in 
which 18 people were killed. 

Mr. Musa, who is also home 
minister, said at a press con- 
ference: 

"The exploitation of foe rel- 
igious elertfent, especially Islam, 
for political ends is as dangerous 
or more dangerous than (foe exp- 
loitation) of racial sentiments." 


He said PAS'S encouragement 
of a “holy war” had threatened 
foe country s stability. The party 
has a strong following in the rural 
states of Kedah. Perils, Trengganu 
and Kelantan. 

Radio Television Malaysia Fri- 
day night screened a 40-minute 
police video of the clash between 
400 Muslims and more than 200 
police in the northern village of 
Meraali, in Kedah. 

It showed women and children 
-chanting “God is Great” and wav- 
ing sharpened bamboo sticks and 
knives at police in support of Mus- 
lim leader Ibrahim Libya Mah- 


NEW DELHI (R) —Several Ind- 
ian opposition leaders formed a 
new alliance Saturday aimed ai 
taking joint action on major pol- 
itical i ssues , the Press Trust of 
India (PTI) reported. 

The news agency said officials 
of 1 3 regional and opposition pol- 
itical parties met in the southern 
city or Hyderabad and decided to 
set up a common forum “to pre- 
serve the country's unity and int- 
egrity.” 

The meeting was called by 
film-star politician N.T. Rama 
Rao, whose regional Telugu 
Desam Party has ruled Andhra 
P rades h state for three years. 

FIT said those attending inc- 
luded Surjit Singh Barnala, who 
heads foe moderate Sikh Akali 
Dal government in Punjab state. 


Nigerian coup plotters 
killed in plane crash 


LAGOS (R) — A group of Nig- 
erian officers accused of inv-- 
olveraent in an unsuccessful coup 
were killed in a plane crash on 
New Year's Eve. foe government 
has announced. 

A spokesman for foe president. 
Gen. Ibrahim Babangida. said the 
plane, a presidential jet. crashed 
while bringing foe accused to 
Lagos from foe central Nigerian 
town of Makurdi. 

Presidential spokesman Duro 
Onabule told Reuters that seven 
or eight people were killed in the 


mood. One man was shown being and leaders of another regional 
gunned down as he ran at police group, die Assam People's Front, 
wielding a sword. which won power in Assam state 

last month. 

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 
whose Congress (I) Party has lost 
state elections in both Punjab and 
Assam in the past three months, 
launched a savage attack on opp- 
osition groups last week. 

“Their ideological roots are sha- 
llow. their political outlook cir- 
cumscribed by region, caste and 
religion. Wherever they have 
come to power, foey have ret- 
arded progress.” he said. 

PTI said the opposition groups 
described \lr. Gandhi's outburst 


plane crash but their names would 
not be announced until their fam- 
ilies had been told. 

Onabule gave no further details 
of foe crash but foe official News 
Agency of Nigeria (NAN), rep- 
orted that a Hawker Siddley 
HS-125 of the presidential fleet 
crashed on New Year’s Eve at 
Kaduna in northern Nigeria. 

The NAN report did not men- 
tion who wus on the plane, but foe 
circumstances made dear it was 
talking about foe same air crash. 


as “intemperate and irr- 
esponsible.”" Patriotism is not the 
monopoly of any particular 
party,” they said in a statement. 

“This meeting feels that dub- 
bing the democratic aspirations of 
the people of several states as 
anti-national is itself a gross anti- 
national act which in no way ser- 
ves foe cause of national unity,” 
foe statement added. 

Regional groups like the Akali 
Dal and the Assam People's Front 
have emerged as a major force in 
the Lok Sabha, parliament's 
Lower House, holding 65 of the 
544 seats. Opposition groups also 
rule nine of India's 22 states. 

Meanwhile in Punjab a sch- 
oolteacher was shot dead in a vil- 
lage Saturday by suspected Sikh 
extremis t gunm en, the Press T rust 
of India (PIT) reported. 

Armed police surrounded the 
village of KhaJowal in Gurdaspur 
district bordering Pakistan and 
launched a manhunt for foe gun- 
men, who escaped on a mot- 
orcycle, foe news agency quoted 
police as saying. 

The attack was foe fourth in as 
many days blamed on extremists 
fighting for a separate Sikh nation 
called Khalistan in Punjab. 

Sikh extremists have killed 
about 50 people and wounded 
more than 100 in the past three 
months in foe troubled north Ind- 
ian state. 


Blast kills 
four near 
Afghan 
border 

PESHAWAR. Pakistan (R) - 
Four men were killed and 14 inj- 
ured by a bomb which exploded 
Friday in a market in foe troubled 
Khyber Pass tribal area which 
borders Afghanistan, official sou- 
rces said Saturday. 

They said the bomb, which bla- 
sted a cobbler’s shop in Lan- 
dikotal bazaar, could have been 
planted by an agent of foe Afghan 
secret police Khad. 

Pakistani troops launched a cra- 
ckdown in the Khyber Pass region 
last month against dissident tri- 
besmen getting free arms from 
Afghanistan's government. 

Police in Peshawar, capital of 
North-West Frontier jprovince. 
said foey found a time-fcorab in a 
cinema house there Friday and 
arrested an Afghan suspected of 
planting it, 

Pakistani officials say Khad has 
sent agents on sabotage missions 
inside Pakistan, which backs reb- 
els fighting the Kabul gov- 
ernment. 


Bombs, gunfire rock Sri Lankan town 
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COLOMBO (R) — Bomb exp- 
losions and gunfire rocked J affna 
in northern Sri Lanka Saturday 
and landmines prevented mem- 
bers of a ceasefire monitoring 
committee reaching foe city. 

Defence Ministry sources said 
foe committee members were str- 
anded at the Palaly Airport bec- 
ause Tamil separatist guerrillas 


Several people were wounded 
in battles between guerrillas and 
troops sent to remove foe lan- 
dmines, foey said. 

Gunfire and bomb blasts were 
beard in Jaffna during the clashes 
in which residents said at least 
three people were lolled and 14 
wounded. 

The committee appointed by 
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Opening lead; Jack of Cr. 

If you like the idea of mastering 
one facet of bridge at a time, you 
can’t do much better than collecting 
the excellent series of workbooks 
first designed by French interna- 
tionalist Roger True! and subse- 
quently updated and translated by 
one of the world's great player/ 
writers, Terence Reese. {Those 
Extra Chances in Bridge, by _ 
Terence Reese and Roger Trezel. 66 ' 
pp- paperback. Available from The 
Bridge World. 39 West 94tb SU 
New York, NX 10025. at $5.25 in- 
cluding postage.) If you have a mild 
qualm about the price of the new 
volume, it certainly delivers full 
value. 


“On some hands were the de- 
clarer needs entries to dummy, he 
may be able to exploit the fact that 
the defenders cannot afford to 
release their controls. The point of 
that remark is demonstrated by 
this deal . . . 

"Counting his tricks. South noted 
that even if he were able to estab- 
lish and run the clubs, he would 
need at least two tricks from 
spades. If the defenders were able 
to shut out the club suit by bolding 
up the ace. then declarer would 
have to rely on his second string 
and make four tricks in spades, 
together with two clubs, two hearts 
and one diamond. 

"As he might need two entries Vo 
dummy for spade finesses. South 
began by overtaking the ten of 
clubs with the jack. When East held 
up the ace. South took advantage of 
the entry to dummy by finessing 
the queen of spades. This was good 
play because, as we have seen, two 
spade tricks would be needed in any 
event. 

“When the queen of spades held. 
South led the queen of dubs, over- 
taking with the king. East, once 
again, could not afford to part with 
the ace. South then finessed the 
jack of spade* and continued with 
ace and another. This gave him four 
tricks in spades. By clever manage- 
ment of entries he made bis game 
contract.*' 

The book is replete with such 
nuggets— pure gofdl 


bad planted landmines on the road the government to monitor last northern and eastern p 
to Jaffna, capital of northern pro- June's ceasefire agreement bet- strongholds of guerrillas 
vince. ween Tamil guerrillas and gov- to set up a separate slati 


U.S. jail inmates free last 7 hostages 


eminent troops was trying to 
reach Jaffna to probe accusations 
of ceasefire violations by both 
sides. 

Bombs set off by guerrillas dis- 
rupted foe work "of foe 11- 
member committee when it last 
visited Jaffna in November. 

Despite foe ceasefire pact, da- 
shes are reported almost daily in 
northern and eastern provinces, 
strongholds of guerrillas fighting 
to seL up a separate slate. 


MOUND5VXLLE. West Virginia 
(AP) — Rioting inmates freed 
their last seven hostages and rel- 
inquished control of the West Vir- 
ginia penitentiary after killing 
three prisoners in a siege that sta- 
rted as a protest of bad conditions 
and ended in a destructive ram- 
page. 

Gov. .Arch Moore said foe three 
dead inmates were apparently 
considered ’'snitches (col- 
laborators)” and had been killed 
following mock trials held by inm- 
ates acting as “judge, jury and 
executioner.” 

“We’ve got three dead inmates 
and foe rest of them we found 
alive "state police superintendent 
W.F. Donohoe said late Friday 
after ail areas of the prison had 
been inspected. 

“Three of them were hidden, 
well-hidden because foey feared 
extinction,” he said. "We found 
one of them on top of the security 
cells, one in between two block 
walk and one on top of an oven.” 

Sixteen hostages were taken 
when knife-wielding inmates took 


over foe penitentiary on New 
Year’s Day. The prisoners agreed 
Thursday to free their captives in 
stages in return for a meeting with 
Morre to discuss grievances^ the 
dilapidated, 120-year-old prison. 

Officials said one of the hos- 
tages had been seriously injured. 

After foe agreement was rea- 
ched, prisoners swarmed through 
the main building Thursday night, 
raided the hospital drug dis- 
pensary and went on a rampage, 
officials said. Some areas of foe 
prison were heavily damaged. 

The prisoners were placed 
under a lockdown after the siege . 

“I think a group in the ins- 
titution sat both as judge, jury and 
executioner of their own justice.'' 
foe governor said. A prison 
“snitch system” in whkfo inmates 
were encouraged to inform on 
each other could have con- 
tributed to foe violence, he added. 

The agree metn signed Thu- 
rsday by state officials said there 
would be “no reprisals” against 
inmates for participating in the 
two days of rioting. But Moore 


said there would be no amnesty 
for those who committed murders 
or other crimes. 

The hostages, several lacking 
shoes, walked out one by one. 
Some were accompanied by 
Moore, who went to the prison 
once final details of the release 
hud been arranged. 

Moore and Corrections Com- 
missioner A.V. Dodrill. acc- 
ompanied by two bodyguards, 
then entered the prison to meet 
with an eight-member inmate gri- 
evance committee. Emerging 
about 90 minutes later, the gov- 
ernor said he listened but made no 
promises. 

“I went to listen, not to lec- 
ture,” Moore said. He said many 
complaints dealt with inmates’ , 
personal problems, and that many 
could be resolved adm-- 
inistra lively. 

Inmates also complained about 
conditions at the prison, including 
inadequate heating, but Moore 
said he was not sure what could be 
done. 
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rejecting criticism over Moutse, 
whose villagers have vowed to res- 
ist its incorporation into Kwa- 
ndebde, one of 10 homelands set 
up under apartheid for the blade 
majority. 

Kwandebele is due to accept 
nominal independence, a status 
not recognised internationally and 
which Moutse people say they fear 
would deprive them of South Afr- 
ican citizenship. 

Pretoria, which says it will seek 
to restore citizenship to those who 
lost it when other homelands took 
“independence,” said it had off- 
ered to resettle Moutse people 
and “considered the matter with 
the greatest understanding and 
compassion.” 

Moutse residents say they do 


1985 and defies guerrilla claims 
to have opened up a military cor- 
ridor into foe Sooth African-held 
territory. 

In a statement Friday night, foe 
South African-led Smith West 
. African Territory Force said 599 
South West Africa People’s Oig- 
- anisation (SWAPO) guerrillas 
had been shot dead last year, 
compared with 566 in 1984. 

A spokesman, dismissed as pro- 
paganda SWAPO’ s daxm to have 
opened up a military corridor in 
northern Namibia that would 
allow ft to strike deep inside foe 
vast, mainly desert country. 

SWAPO is waging a 20- 
year-old bush war against South 
African rule of Namibia, which 
Pretoria controls in defiance of the 
United Nations. 

State-run South African tel- 
evision, backing up previous rep- 
orts from Maseru, said Friday 
night that South Africa was tur- 
ning away most Lesotho nationals 
at foe border. 

Television News said that only 
migrant mineworkers and eme- 
rgency workers from Lesotho 
were being allowed across, and 
showed film of long queues bui- 
lding up at the border as South 
African officials stepped up 
checks on permits and passports. 

The report said the South Afr- 
ican authorities bad given no rea- 
son for .foe clampdown and no 
comment was immediately ava- 
ilable from the South African For- 
eign Affairs Department 

In Maseru Friday, Lesotho gov- 


enmient officials sajdtte partial 
they were offered is much poorer ter apparently started on New 
than their relatively nmsnerous Years Day. 


than their relatively prosperous . - _ _ . _ . 

district Lesotho Information Minister 

Desmond Sbtishe told Reuters he 
Police, replying to residents’ thought South Africa was ret- 
daims that tire authorities had abating against Lesotho's pet- 
done little to stop foe alleged vig- ition to the United Nations Sec- 
flan te attacks, said: “ We reject the urity Gouncfl this week over the 


connotation that the police have 
an indifferent attitude ... police 
are striving to contain the unrest 
and lawlessness in foe area.” 
Meanwhile South Africa says its 
security forces killed Dearly 600 
nationalist guerrillas in Namibia in 


killing on Dec. 20 of nine people 
in Maseru. 

Pretoria has rejected Lesotho’s 
claim that it was responsible for 
the deaths. The Security Gouncfl 
unanimously condemned South 
Africa for the killings 


Marcos: Lack of replacement 
is delaying Ver’s departure 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Phi- 
lippine President Ferdinand Mar- 
cos said in a televised interview 
Friday that he is hampered in ret- 
iring controversial Chief of Staff 
Fabian C. Ver because he has no 
one to replace him. 

Mr. Marcos said be Is consulting 
with the board of generals on a 
possible replacement, but at foe 
moment sees no one else who 
could fill the job. 

Mr. Marcos fold the public bro- 
adcasting system Macneil-Lehrer 
Newshour that he regards both 
Gen. Ver and Geo. Fide! V. 
Ramos, who filled Gen. Ver’s post 
while Gen. Ver was on trial in the 
slaying of opposition leader Ben- 
igno Aquino, as having submitted 
their resignations. 

Mr. Marcos reinstated Gen. Ver 
last month after his acquittal in the 
Aquino case. Gen. Ver submitted 
his resignation on being named 
chief of staff. 

*’ He said.T am at the disposal of 
the commander in chief,' ” Mr. 
Marcos said, adding that Gen. 
Ramos, who is being investigated 


in connection with charges of adm- said. 


He said he thought of using 
Gen. Ramos again as a temporary 
chief of staff, “and there are no 
other officers whom I think are 
immediately qualified to take over 
the position.” 

Mr. Marcos reiterated his cam- 
paign assertion that Mrs. Aquino's 
election would lead to a Com- 
munist takeover in the Philippines 
and denied assertions that he and 
his regime are corrupt 

“I don't think the opposition 
can open up their books the way 
we have opened up our books” bn 
campaign financing, he added, 
denying reports that he was out- 
spending Mis. Aquino three - 
to-one. 

Mis. Aquino’s repeated charges 
that Mr. Marcos ordered her bus-' 
band's death were a dem- 
onstration that “foe opposition 
(is) raising all kinds of hatred,” he 
said. 

“She has shown her true cha- 
racter. that the candidacy is not- 
hing but vengeance, vin- 
dictiveness, and not for foe wel- 
fare of our people,” Mr. Marcos 


inistrativc negligence, has publicly 
stated his readiness to retire if 
necessary. 

It is still possible that Gen. Ver 
will step down before the Feb. 7 
elections, said Mr. Marcos, but 
added, “l am not sure about il 
because of various factors that 
have gone into it.” 


He was asked whether he would 
step down if Mrs. Aquino wins. 

“If the election is without vio- 
lence, which they' re starting to uti- 
lise, yes." Mr. Marcos said. “But if 
they utilise coercion and int- 
imidation, we will probably have 
to file either a protest or a request 
... to do something about it.” 


Countdown begins again 
for U.S. shuttle Columbia 


CAPE CANAVERAL. Florida 
(AP) — The countdown began 
Saturday for another try at lau- 
nching space shuttle Columbia 
and a crew of seven on a flight that 
was aborted two weeks ago just 14 
seconds before liftoff. 

Columbia, the flagship of the 


Charles Bokien. Steve Hawley. 
George Nelson, Robert Cenker 
and Franklin Chang-Diaz, foe first 
IHispanic-American astronaut. 

During five days m orbit, the 
astronauts are to deploy a com- 
munications satellite tor foe Ame- 
rican company RCA, photograph 


nation's shuttle fleet, is scheduled Halley’s Comet and other celestial 
to blast off at 7:05 am (1205 bodies and conduct medical, mat- 
GMT) Monday to start its first e rials processing and other exp- 
mission in more than two years, eriments. 

The craft recently completed an Mr. Gibson and his crew boa- 
1 8-month overhaul for ins- rded Columbia on Dec.. 19 and 
tai lotion of sophisticated gear air- were just 14 seconds from I alr- 


eady aboard its three sister ships. 

The crew flew here Friday from 
the astronaut training base in 
Houston. It includes U.S. Rep- 
resentative Bill Nelson, a Dem- 
ocrat whose district indudes Cape 
Canaveral and the Kennedy Space 
Centre. 

“We’re looking forward now to 
being foe first flight of 1986 ins- 
tead of the last flight of 1985, and 
we’re ready to go.” - Mission 
Commander Robert Gibson told 
reporters. 

Mr. Nelson, chainnan of foe 
U.S. House Subcommittee an 
Space Science and Applications, is 
me second congressional observer 
named to a shuttle flight. Senator 
Jake Gam, a Utah Republican, 
chairman of a subcommittee that 
oversees funding for the National 
Aeronautics and Space Adm- 
inistration (NASA), flew last 
April. 

The other crew members are 


aching when a computer stopped 
the countdown after ft detected 
what appeared to be a turbine spi- 
nning too fast. The turbine was in 
a hudraulic power unit that helps 
guide the steering nozzle of one of 
two solid fuel rockets that boost 
the shuttle toward orbit. " 

The trouble was traced to a 
small electrical part less than 2 1/2 
ce n timet r es long that was in a pac- 
kage that relayed electronic sig- 
nals to the power unit. 

NASA said foe defective part 
was a new type designed to mil- 
itary sp ecificatio ns. Those req- 
uirements made foe part more 
sensitive than those previously 
used, causing k to pick up normal 
electronic noise and: to" err- 
oneously. report .foe turbine was 
running too fast. The turbine, .in 
fact, was operating normally. 

The bad part has been rejrtaced 
by one of the older, less sensitive 
ones. : . ' 
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